
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGIONAL & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

AGENDA 
 

2 JUNE 2026 
 
 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
that a REGIONAL & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING of ORANGE 
CITY COUNCIL will be held in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, 
ORANGE on  Tuesday, 2 June 2026. 

 
 

Scott Maunder 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

For apologies please contact Executive Support on 6393 8391. 
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AGENDA 
 

EVACUATION PROCEDURE 

In the event of an emergency, the building may be evacuated. You will be required to vacate the 
building by the rear entrance and gather at the breezeway between the Library and Art Gallery 
buildings. This is Council's designated emergency muster point. 

Under no circumstances is anyone permitted to re-enter the building until the all clear has been 
given and the area deemed safe by authorised personnel. 

In the event of an evacuation, a member of Council staff will assist any member of the public with 
a disability to vacate the building. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

MEMBERS  

Cr T Mileto (Mayor)(Chairperson), Cr T Greenhalgh (Deputy Mayor), Cr K Duffy, Cr G Judge, Cr F 
Kinghorne, Cr D Mallard, Cr M McDonell, Cr S Peterson, Cr G Power, Cr M Ruddy, Cr J Stedman,  Cr 
J Whitton 

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence 

 

1.2 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and less than 
significant non-pecuniary interests 

The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) regulate the way in 
which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there is no 
conflict between their private interests and their public role.  

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct or 
indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the Council (or 
Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start of the meeting 
and the reasons given for declaring such interest.  

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member who has 
declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or voting on that 
matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.  

Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if members have a non-pecuniary conflict of interest, the 
nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for a number of ways 
in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Committee Members now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters 
under consideration by the Regional & Economic Development Policy Committee at this meeting.  
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2 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

2.1 Minutes of the Economic Development Community Committee - 29 April 2026 

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/828 
AUTHOR: Tony Boland, Industry & Business Engagement Lead      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Economic Development Community Committee held its meeting on 11 February 2026. The 
minutes are attached for the Committee’s consideration. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “11.1 
Encourage and facilitate inward investment to grow the number of new inbound businesses to the 
city”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil. 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
Nil. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 That Council acknowledge the reports presented to the Economic Development Community 
Committee at its meeting held on 29 April 2026. 

2 That the minutes of the Economic Development Community Committee from its meeting held 
on 29 April 2026 be adopted. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
The recommendation of this report has been assessed against Council’s key risk categories and the 
following comments are provided: 

Service/Project Delivery Nil. 

Financial Nil. 

Reputation/Political Nil. 

Environment Nil. 

Compliance Nil. 

People & WHS Nil. 

Information Technology/ 
Cyber Security 

Nil. 

 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
The Agenda and Minutes of the meeting are attached for information of Council. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Minutes of the Meeting of the Economic Development Community Committee held on 29 

April 2026, 2026/816⇩  
2 Agenda of the Meeting of the Economic Development Community Committee held on 29 

April 2026, 2026/786⇩   
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3 GENERAL REPORTS 

3.1 Minutes of the Cadia Community Consultative Committee - 28 March 2026 

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/917 
AUTHOR: Gary Arnold, Director Development Services      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Orange City Council has a representative on the Cadia Community Consultative Committee. The 
Council representative is the author of this report.  

The Committee operates in accordance with the NSW Government Department of Planning and 
Environment’s Community Consultative Committee Guidelines for State Significant Projects. The 
Committee is independently chaired by PlanCom Consulting. 

The Guidelines outline the purpose of the Committee as follows: 

The purpose of the committee is to:  

• Establish strong working relationships and encourage the proponent, Committee members and 
other relevant stakeholders to share information. 

• Provide the proponent with an opportunity to seek feedback from community representatives, 
stakeholder groups, and councils, and to respond to project-related matters. 

• Offer community representatives, stakeholder groups and councils a forum to request 

information and provide feedback on the project. 

Matters typically discussed at Committee meetings include, but are not limited to: 

• Community concerns and the resolution of community complaints. 

• Implementation of conditions of approval or consent, including associated management plans. 

• Proposed amendments or modifications to the project. 

• Outcomes of monitoring activities, annual reviews and independent audits. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “14.1 Work in 
partnership with other councils, regional organisations and State and Federal Governments”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil. 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the report by the Director Development Services and the attached minutes regarding the 
Cadia Community Consultative Committee 28 March 2026 meeting be acknowledged.  

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
The recommendation of this report has been assessed against Council’s key risk categories and the 
following comments are provided: 

Service/Project Delivery Council’s membership of the committee can be managed within 
existing resources. 

Financial Nil 
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Reputation/Political There are diverse views on this project and publishing the minutes 
will assist in keeping the community informed. 

Environment The environmental impacts of this project have been a significant 
element identified by opponents to this project. 

Compliance Nil 

People & WHS Nil 

Information Technology/ 
Cyber Security 

Nil 

 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
The Cadia Community Consultative Committee (CCCC) meets quarterly or as needed if there are 
developments to the project outside these timeframes. 
As listed above, a key purpose of the CCCC is for the committee members and other relevant 
stakeholders to share information. 

The minutes of the 28 March meeting are attached for the information of the Council. 
  

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Cadia Community Consultative Committee Minutes 28 March 2026, IC26/11905⇩  
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3.2 Update from Orange Rail Action Group  

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/984 
AUTHOR: Tony Boland, Industry & Business Engagement Lead      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Orange Rail Action Group (ORAG) has been meeting since 2013 to advocate for improved rail 
services to Orange. Councillor Kinghorne represents Council on ORAG, with Council also 
supporting the group by providing meeting space and staff resources during meetings.  

ORAG has submitted a report updating Council on current rail service developments and 
requesting that Council advocate for an amendment to the Joint Organisation Transport Advocacy 

Review which was originally completed in 2023. This amendment seeks to recognise the need for a 
new daily service from Dubbo to Sydney, including stops at Orange and Blayney, with connections 
to interlinking coach services. 

It is noted that there is some confusion in the ORAG report submitted, as the reference to 14b 
relates to the board minutes of the CNSWJO rather than the review document and that there has 
been a further review in 2025 and a revision adopted.  

However, the information and change requested by the ORAG is not included in 2025 plan either.  

The recommendation has been to Council has been updated to reflect the correct document and 
meet the intention of the ORAG.  

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “11.1 
Encourage and facilitate inward investment to grow the number of new inbound businesses to the 
city”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil. 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
Nil. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Council write to the CNSWJO and suggest that their Transport Infrastructure Advocacy 
Plan be updated to include more detailed reference to the Sydney to Dubbo transport route as 
discussed in this paper.   

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
The recommendation of this report has been assessed against Council’s key risk categories and the 
following comments are provided: 

Service/Project Delivery Nil. 

Financial Nil. 

Reputation/Political Nil. 

Environment Nil. 

Compliance Nil. 

People & WHS Nil. 

Information Technology/ 
Cyber Security 

Nil. 
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

On behalf of ORAG, the Chairperson submitted a report in May 2025 outlining the group’s 
activities. This current report provides an update for May 2025. 

In April 2025, the NSW Government announced a $2 million review into the potential overnight 
stabling of trains in Orange, commonly referred to as the “Bathurst Bullet” extension. While the 
findings of this review have not yet been made public, ORAG continues to monitor developments 
relating to rail infrastructure and resourcing. 

Within the Chairperson’s report it was requested that consideration be given to contacting the 
CNSWJO to request a change to their Transport Advocacy Review document from 2023 due to the 
change in the Bullet 2 pathway. The request is that the review document could be reworded the 
document to include “a morning day-return service from Dubbo to Sydney via Orange and 
Blayney, interchanging with the Parkes-Forbes and Grenfell-Cowra coach services each morning 
and evening” in section 14b.  

Staff have researched the documentation and found that section 14b refers to the CNSWJO board 
recommendations from their August 2023 meeting and also that the Transport Infrastructure 
Advocacy Plan – February 2025 published by the CNSWJO may supersede the 2023 document.  

In the 2025 Plan, the reference to the Bullet 2 pathway is in part f of the Key Transport Message 
number 3: “Shifting from road to rail” and again in part 3.6 in the same Key Transport Message.  

A copy of both the relevant CNSWJO board paper and the 2025 Plan is attached for reference.  
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Report from ORAG - May 2026, IC26/11047⇩  
2 CNSWJO Extract 23 August 2023, IC26/11279⇩  
3 CNSWJO Transport Advocacy Plan, D26/61808⇩  
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