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Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
that a FINANCE POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING of ORANGE CITY COUNCIL will be held in the 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, ORANGE on  Tuesday, 2 June 2026. 

 
 

Scott Maunder 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

For apologies please contact Executive Support on 6393 8391. 
   
 



 FINANCE POLICY COMMITTEE 

2 JUNE 2026 
 

Page 2 

 

AGENDA 
 

EVACUATION PROCEDURE 

In the event of an emergency, the building may be evacuated. You will be required to vacate the 
building by the rear entrance and gather at the breezeway between the Library and Art Gallery 
buildings. This is Council's designated emergency muster point. 

Under no circumstances is anyone permitted to re-enter the building until the all clear has been 
given and the area deemed safe by authorised personnel. 

In the event of an evacuation, a member of Council staff will assist any member of the public with 
a disability to vacate the building. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

MEMBERS  

Cr S Peterson (Chairperson), Cr T Mileto (Mayor), Cr T Greenhalgh (Deputy Mayor), Cr K Duffy, Cr G 
Judge, Cr F Kinghorne, Cr D Mallard, Cr M McDonell, Cr G Power, Cr M Ruddy, Cr J Stedman,  Cr J 
Whitton 

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence 

 

1.2 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and less than 
significant non-pecuniary interests 

The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) regulate the way in 
which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there is no 
conflict between their private interests and their public role.  

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct or 
indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the Council (or 
Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start of the meeting 
and the reasons given for declaring such interest.  

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member who has 
declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or voting on that 
matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.  

Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if members have a non-pecuniary conflict of interest, the 
nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for a number of ways 
in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Committee Members now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters 
under consideration by the Finance Policy Committee at this meeting.  
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2 GENERAL REPORTS 

2.1 Small Donations - Requests for Donations 

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/867 
AUTHOR: Jen Sharp, Director Corporate & Commercial Services      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report provides information to Council to allow for the consideration of a resolution regarding 
applications for funding through the Small Donations Program received in the last month.  

The Small Donations Program has been established to provide assistance to community and not-
for-profit groups that offer significant contribution to the social, economic and/or environmental 
wellbeing of the Orange Local Government Area (LGA). 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “10.2 
Develop and attract a variety of events, festivals, venues and activities that attract visitors”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The budget for General Donations within the Small Donations Program for 2025/2026 is $90,000 
with $81,446.27 spent to date including contributions approved by the CEO.   

During the month In-Kind Donations $1,000 and under have been approved by the CEO for the 
following:  

Applicant Donation Type Request Type Value 

Orange Mens Shed  In-Kind Lease / Rent $400.50 

Current month total approved under delegation or prior year approval $400.50 

The total requested in this round is $12,435. The total recommended for approval this round is 
$10,780. 

Annual budget 25/26 $90,000.00 

Total spent to date $81,446.27 

Recommended amount this round $10,780.00 

Remaining balance -$2,226.27 

It is proposed that the deficit is covered by a transfer of budget from the Events Sponsorship 
Budget 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
Refer to Council’s Donations and Grants Policy - ST32 

This policy is in accordance with these sections in the Local Government Act 1993:  

1. Section 356 (financial assistance)  

2. Section 377 (delegated authority)  

3. Section 610E (waive or reduce fees) 

And in accordance with this section in the Local Government Regulation 2021:  
Section 207 (record of donations for auditing purposes). 
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RECOMMENDATION 

1 That this item be heard and voted on separately. 

2 That Council determines the following applications: 

a To donate $500 to City of Orange Eisteddfod society Inc to contribute to a Senior 
Scholarship for competitors 13-18 years.  

b To donate $2,500 to Australian Dohne Breeders’ Association to contribute to the cost for 
the event delivery of the inaugural NSW Dohne Prime Lamb Schools Competition. 

c To donate $2,500 to Orange Triathlon to contribute to the Orange Triathlon Club’s 10th 
annual Juniors Triathlete Weekend at Gosling Creek Reserve in November 2026. 

d To donate $2,500 to Orange Regional Malayalee Association to contribute the essential 
costs to deliver a safe, inclusive, and accessible Onam cultural celebration for the Orange 
community. 

e To donate $2,500 to Charles Sturt University to contribute to delivering the “Bright 
Minds, Healthy Brains” community brain‑health awareness program across Orange. 

f To donate $280 to The Rotary Club of Orange North to go towards Orange City Council 
for staff salary costs incurred while assisting with the delivery of the schools science 
event. 

g To reallocate $2,226.27 from the Event Sponsorship budget to the Small Donations 
budget to fund the Small Donations overrun for the 2026 Financial Year.  

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
The recommendation of this report has been assessed against Council’s key risk categories and the 
following comments are provided: 

Service/Project Delivery Grants and Donations are part of Council’s service to the 
community. Assessing applications for Grants and Donations forms 
part of the delivery of this service. There are no risks currently of 
concern with regard to achieving delivery of this service.  

Financial There is sufficient budget to meet the current commitments of 
Grants and Donations in the current financial year.  

Reputation/Political Awarding Grants and providing donations has a positive impact on 
Council’s reputation. A policy is in place to ensure that grants and 
donations are awarded in a fair and equitable manner.  

Environment There are no environmental risks or implications relating specifically 
to the Grants and Donations program. 

Compliance Council applies the approved Grants and Donations policy and 
related internal policies and procedures when processing 
applications for Grants and Donations.  

People & WHS The Grants and Donations program has minimal interactions with 
Council Staff. There are no identified People or WHS risks associated 
with the program.  

Information Technology/ 
Cyber Security 

Information collected as part of the Grants and Donations program 
is managed within the policies which minimise the risks to 
Information Technology and Cyber Security for both the Council and 
the program applicants.  
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

Applicant 1 City of Orange Eisteddfod Society Inc 

Assistance Would 
Support 

The requested donation would contribute to a Senior Scholarship for 
competitors 13-18 years, to further the music education of the 
recipient, with the requirement of studying music in Orange.  

Amount Requested $1,000 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$500 

Policy Category Recognition Program - Orange Eisteddfod ($500 reserve in each year) 
Strategy Policy 32, 6.10 Assistance is a maximum of $500 (*a lesser 
amount may be requested). 6.11 The Orange Eisteddfod is required to 
complete an application form to access the funds. 

Category Maximum $500 

Complies With Policy Yes 

Previously funded by 
Council? 

Yes 
2024/2025 $500 

Additional Information  Why has the request increased to $1000 this year?  
They wanted to increase the Senior Scholarships from $500 to $1000 
this year.  

What would happen if Council decided only to donate $500 as per the 
policy?  
They will decrease the scholarship to $500 

 

Applicant 2 Australian Dohne Breeders’ Association 

Assistance Would 
Support 

The requested donation will be used to contribute to covering the 
cost of the Orange Showgrounds hire, hire of local coffee van, food, 
students ribbons, event equipment hire for the inaugural NSW Dohne 
Prime Lamb Schools Competition to be held in Orange in July 2026. 

Amount Requested $2,500 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$2,500 

Policy Category Community event not being event sponsorship 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy Yes 

Previously funded by 
Council? 

No  

Additional Information Are the schools required to pay any costs?  
Yes, they are required to pay their own food, travel and 
accommodation to the event.  
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Applicant 3 Orange Triathlon Club 

Assistance Would 
Support 

The requested donation will be used to support the delivery of the 
Orange Triathlon Club’s 10th annual Juniors Triathlete Weekend at 
Gosling Creek Reserve in November 2026. The funding will contribute 
to essential event costs including safety fencing and barriers, event 
signage, generator fuel and consumables, travel and accommodation 
costs for technical officials, first aid services, participant aid station 
supplies, and volunteer catering.  

Amount Requested $2,500 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$2,500 

Policy Category Community event not being event sponsorship 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy Yes 

Previously funded by 
Council? 

No  

Additional Information  Quotes for costs are included as an attachment to the application.  

 

Applicant 4 Orange Regional Malayalee Association (Orange Malayalee 
Community) 

Assistance Would 
Support 

The requested donation will support essential costs such as venue 
hire, equipment, safety requirements, and cultural decorations to 
enable the delivery of a safe, inclusive, and accessible Onam cultural 
celebration for the Orange community. 

Amount Requested $2,500 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$2,500 

Policy Category Community event not being event sponsorship 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy Yes 

Previously funded by 
Council? 

Yes 
2024/2025 $7,500 
2022/2023 $2,500 
2021/2022 $2,500 

Additional Information Total cost varies in the application form, in one place it reads as 
$14,000 and another $24,000. Attendees contribute to the cost of the 
food, however it is not indicated how much each person contributes.  

Increased amount was received last financial year due to the FY24 
donation being made in the FY25 year as well as an additional request 
for the FY25 year being approved by Council.  
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Applicant 5 Charles Sturt University 

Assistance Would 
Support 

The requested donation will be used to fund workshop materials, 
educational and promotional resources, volunteer items, and the hire 
of health-screening equipment required to deliver the “Bright Minds, 
Healthy Brains” community brain-health awareness program across 
Orange. 

Amount Requested $2,500 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$2,500 

Policy Category Community event not being event sponsorship 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy Yes 

Previously funded by 
Council? 

No 

Additional Information This is a new program has it been run anywhere else? 
A version of this program has been successfully trialled in Orange over 
the past year. It was targeted at primary school aged children.  

 

Applicant 6 The Rotary Club of Orange North 

Assistance Would 
Support 

The requested donation will be used to pay Orange City Council for 
staff salary costs incurred while assisting with the delivery of the 
schools science event. 

Amount Requested $1,435 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$280 

The applicant has already received $2,220 in support for this event 
through Council’s approval of Resolution 25/115, which applied a $0 
hire charge for four bookings of the Orange Function Centre between 
2024/2025 and 2027/2028 to support science and engineering 
education for local children. 

$280 represents the category maximum less the contribution already 
received this financial year.  

Policy Category Community event not being event sponsorship 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy Yes 

Previously funded by 
Council? 

Yes 
2025/2026 $2,220 
2024/2025 $2,300 
2019/2020 $2,000 
2013/2014 $4,000 



 FINANCE POLICY COMMITTEE 

2 JUNE 2026 

2.1 Small Donations - Requests for Donations 

Page 10 

Additional Information  This year there were less volunteers and the Function Centre 
Management were asked if they could supply staff for the event.  

It was explained that the staff would be invoiced at the appropriate 
rate for the service, this was agreeable by the representatives present 
on the day.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Small Donations Program - General Donations - Application - City of Orange Eisteddfod 

Society Inc - Senior Piano Scholarship (redacted), D26/55068⇩  
2 Small Donations Program - General Donations - Application - Australian Dohne Association 

- NSW Dohne Prime Lamb Schools Competition (redacted), D26/55069⇩  
3 Small Donations Program - General Donations - Application - Orange Triathlon Club - 

November 2026 (redacted), D26/55067⇩  
4 Small Donations Program - General Donations - Application - Orange Regional Malayalee 

Association (redacted), D26/59446⇩  
5 Small Donations Program - General Donations - Application - Charles Sturt University - 

Brain Awareness Week (redacted), D26/59454⇩  
6 Small Donations Program - General Donations - Application - The Rotary Club of Orange 

North - Youth Program (redacted), D26/61351⇩  
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2.2 Event Development Funding 

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/1021 
AUTHOR: Jen Sharp, Director Corporate & Commercial Services      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report provides information to Council so it may consider applications under Council’s Event 
Development Fund. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “10.2 
Develop and attract a variety of events, festivals, venues and activities that attract visitors”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
In early 2025, the Event Sponsorship Program was renamed and restructured as the Event 
Development Fund (ST43), which received approval in April 2025.  

The Event Development Fund Strategic Policy is informed by the Orange Regional Destination 
Management Plan and Community Strategic Plan and features three distinct event development 
funding categories:  

1) Flagship Funding - $1,000 to $15,000 – notional pool $40,000  

2) Visitor Economy Funding - $1,000 to $10,000 – notional pool $40,000 

3) Liveability Funding - $1,000 to $5,000 – notional pool $30,000 

The main objectives of the Event Development Fund are: 

- The economic benefit to the community in terms of increased visitation, utilisation of 
accommodation, and utilisation of local business and products. 

- Increased promotion of the city and/or identification of the city with a recognised product such 
as education, sport, food, wine, agribusiness and clean environment. 

- A benefit that has a broad application to the community and not just a special benefit to an 
individual or selected few. 

- That Council can clearly recognise the value of its assistance in the event, in that it provides a 
material difference to the financial sustainability of the event.  

The Event Development Fund budget is $110,000 for the 2026 financial year.  

Table One: Event Sponsorship Program – Financial summary table 

Annual 
Allocation 

Committed from 
previous years 

Already 
approved in 
2025/2026 

Total 
Committed for 
2025/26 

Balance 
available 

Eligible 
applications 
received   

$110,000 $10,000 $80,500 $90,500 $19,500 $16,584.90 

Applications Received this period: 

1 Santa Arrival Parade - November 28, 2026 requesting $5,000 in the liveability category 

2 The Gig - A Heavy Music event held at the Orange Showground Ag Pavillion September 4-5, 
2026 requesting $10,000 plus in kind use of the Orange Agricultural Showground Pavillion in 
the Visitor Economy Category 
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POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
Refer to Council’s Event Development Fund Strategic Policy – ST43  

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council determines the following applications: 

1 To fund The Santa Arrival Parade on 28 November 2026, to the value of $5,000  

2 To fund The Gig, a Heavy Music event, on 4-5 September 2026, to the value of $10,000, 
including any in kind contributions.   

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
The recommendation of this report has been assessed against Council’s key risk categories and the 
following comments are provided: 

Service/Project Delivery Event Development Funding is part of Council delivery plan this 
application moves us towards meeting this service delivery. 

Financial These application falls within the approved Budget for the program. 
If the two submissions are approved as per the recommendations 
the fund will have $4,500 remaining in the FY26 budget which can 
be transferred to the Small Donations Budget to cover their small 
overrun.  

Reputation/Political There are no foreseen reputation or political risks associated with 
this recommendation. 

Environment There are no environmental risks associated with the awarding of 
funds in this program. 

Compliance These Events Comply with Strategic Policy ST43. 

People & WHS There are no interactions with employees involved awarding 
funding under this program and no involvement of employees with 
the third-party events. 

Information Technology/ 
Cyber Security 

There are no foreseen Information Technology or Cyber Security 
risks which are not managed within the existing policies. The 
applications have been processed in accordance with those policies. 

 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
The approved applications for event sponsorship approved in the 2025/24 and 2025/26 financial 
year can be found at Table 2. 

Table Two: Assistance provided in 2024/25 and 2025/26 to date. 

Event 
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Careers and Trade Expo (now in 
small donations) 

$1,600 $1,600     1:10 

Gnoo Blas *  $10,000 $10,000 $10,000  Flagship $10,000 3:1 

Orange Show  $10,000 $10,000     4:1 

Orange Regional Arts $5,000 $5,000     25:1 
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Event 
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Foundation  

Goodness gravel + $5,000 $2,500     11:1 

Orange Wine Festival (ORVA) $14,500 $10,000 $10,000 $3,733.61 Visitor $10,000 4:1 

Sustainable Living Expo $4,000 $4,000     3:1 

Central West Festival Gold – 
Orange Bridge Club 

$5,000 $5,000 $5,000  Visitor $5,000 19:1 

Orange Chamber Music Festival $10,000 $10,000 $10,000 $4,838.00 Visitor $10,000 11:1 

Junior Touch Football 
Championships 

$4,550 $4,550     2:1 

FOOD Week $10,000 $5,500 $5,000  Flagship $5,000 0.7:1 

Central West Veterans Golf 
(now in small donations) 

$1,500 $1,500     6:1 

Backroads Brews and Blues + $5,000 $3,000     3:1 

Australian National Field Days $10,000 $10,000 $15,000  Flagship $10,000 1:6 

Regional Development 
Australia 

$5,000 $3,000     20:1 

A Night in Nashville $10,000 $5,000 $15,000 $903.10 Visitor $10,000 8.6:1 

Orange Mountain Bike Club $5,000 $5,000     7:1 

Lonely Mountain Ultra $7,500 $3,850 $10,000  Visitor $10,000 5:1 

Duntryleague Family Day   $5,000  Liveability $5,000 5:1 

Australian Dental Association 
Conference  

  $1,750  Visitor $1,750 5:1 

Renewables Ag Conference +   $5,000  Visitor $5,000 10:1 

Back to Buckinbah   $5,000  Liveability  5:1 

Australian Women in 
Agriculture National 
Conference 

  $1,250  Visitor  $1,250 5:1 

Wangarang Fair Day and 
Garage Sale 

  $2,500  Liveability  $2,500 2.5:1 

A Centenary of Song. Honour 
the Past. Herald the Future 

   $3,030 Liveability $2,500 10:1 

ALIBI Awards 2026   $10,000  Visitor  $2,500 50:1 

The Gig (new event)    $10,000 $1,584.90 Visitor   8:1 

Santa’s Arrival   $5,000  Liveability  0.33:1 

Total Expenditure  $123,650   $99,500      

Committed to date for 2025/26     $90,500  

* Already approved from previous years 
+ Private company 
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Applicant 1 Santa’s Arrival  

Policy Category Liveability 

• Demonstrate sound operational planning  

• Estimated attendance > 500 (public events) 

• A maximum or $5 of council funding per participant – if an event 
attracts 500 people a maximum of $2,500 can be awarded 

• Demonstrate broad appeal for the community  

• Designed to be reoccurring or ongoing 

• Will be able to measure visitor and or attendee experience 

• Have a marketing plan and demonstrate financial responsibility 

Amount requested $5,000 

Category Maximum $5,000 

Aligns to Destination 
Management Plan 

Role of the Event:   
Since 2019, The Orange City Centre Santa Arrival Parade has celebrated 
the festive season with floats, performers, marching groups and Santa’s 
arrival, followed by music, children’s activities, markets and Santa 
photos. The main role of the event is to drive economic activity in the 
Orange City Centre and CBD.  

Alignment to DMP:  
This event aligns with Theme 5 (Events and Festivals) and Theme 3 
(Identity and Awareness) of the Destination Management Plan. By 
hosting a flagship seasonal event, the event aims to "capitalise on the 
character and lifestyle of Orange" to remain a destination of choice. 
The parade addresses the identified "gap in family-friendly activities" 
within the region’s current tourism offering. It serves as a driver for 
"daytrip visitation" from surrounding areas like Bathurst, Cowra and 
Dubbo, supporting the goal of growing the value of the visitor economy 
through high-quality event experiences. 

Social issues 
addressed 

Broad Engagement:   
The Santa Arrival Parade directly addresses the community’s "strong 
desire for affordable community events". By providing a free, family-
oriented celebration, the event fosters social connectivity and 
inclusivity, values highly prized by residents. 

Council Alignment:  
Supports the identified values in the Live component of the OCC 
Delivery Program and operational Plan (participation, sense of 
belonging, connected community). 

Enhances Liveability:   
It aligns with the Community Strategic Plan’s objective to be a "healthy, 
safe, inclusive and vibrant community". The parade encourages 
intergenerational participation, particularly for the 22% of our 
population aged under 18 and enhances community pride by 
transforming the CBD into a festive gathering place for all residents 
regardless of socio-economic status. 
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Collaboration:   
The event aims to strengthen community engagement, promote local 
businesses, and provide a platform for local artists and performers. 
Sustainability, accessibility, and inclusivity guide our planning, ensuring 
everyone can participate. Through growing partnerships with 
businesses, schools, and community groups, we plan to expand 
programming, enhance entertainment offerings, and elevate the 
parade’s profile. Ultimately, the event will become a key driver of 
community connection, cultural celebration, and regional tourism. 

Previously funded by 
Council? 

No – it has been occurring since 2019, but not supported by Council  

Other reported 
sponsorship/income  

None – this a cost outlay for the applicant to support the business in 
the centre.  
Budget attached  

Summary information For Profit 

Event Date – 28th November 2026  

Purpose & Outcomes:  
The Orange City Centre Santa Arrival Parade celebrates the festive 
season with a family-friendly community event featuring floats, 
performers, marching groups and Santa’s arrival. Supported by live 
music, children’s activities, market stalls and photo opportunities, it 
promotes local participation, showcases community talent, supports 
small business and marks the start of Christmas in Orange. 

Funding Request & Use:  
The organisers will invest in Marketing and Promotion through digital 
campaigns, local radio, and print media to maximise community 
awareness and attendance. Secondly, funds will cover Safety and 
Compliance, specifically professional traffic management services and 
VMS which are essential for a street-based parade. 

Community Alignment & Partnerships:  
The Santa parade will directly involving local community groups, 
schools, and dance troupes as active participants to foster a 
"meaningful impact within and beyond the community". We engage 
local businesses through a "festive window" initiative and a multi-
channel marketing campaign, utilising local radio, Ooh media boards, 
Orange City Life, and Orange City Centre’s website and socials, to drive 
foot traffic to the CBD 

Impact, Measurement & Promotion:  
The event is expected to attract 15,000 attendees (measured by door 
counters) 

Visitation based on 
applicants’ data (per 
event day) 

Not applicable – Liveability Event Funding  
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OCC $ per participant 
ratio (lower ratio = 
less spend per person)  
based on request 
made 

• Total participants 0.33:1 (5,000 to 15,000 attendees) 

Income generated 
(DNSW) 

NA 

Complies With Policy Complies with the Liveability Fund Criteria 

• Supplied information demonstrates some operational planning – 
provision of event planning documents – a risk assessment has been 
provided  

• A simple 1-page Marketing plan is provided 

• Estimated attendance > 500 (public events) satisfied  

• A maximum or $5 of council funding per participant. ($0.33 per 
participant)  

• Demonstrates broad appeal for the community  

• Designed to be reoccurring or ongoing as an annual event  

• A simple top line budget was provided of outgoings  

• The applicant does not appear to be collecting data on attendees 
and visitors. If funding is approved, it is recommended that attendee 
and visitor data be collected through surveys as part of the funding 
agreement. 

RECOMMENDATION Recommendation:  
It is recommended that the event the Santa Arrival Parade be approved 
under the Liveability Fund for $5,000 to cover marketing and 
promotion of the event.  The event is expected to attract around 
15,000 attendees, equating to Council funding of approximately $0.33 
per person, which complies with the policy limit of no more than $5 per 
participant.  It is also recommended that the applicant be required to 
collect visitation or attendance data on the day to help assess the 
success of the event in post-event reporting. 

Consideration Factors 

Community Engagement:  
Council support will be used to market the event to drive attendance 
and support retail businesses in the city centre and broader CBD. 
Community groups, dance troupes and other performers will also be 
engaged, with participation likely to encourage attendance from family, 
friends and supporters. 

Attendance & ROI:  
The concert is expected to attract 15,000 attendees, meeting Liveability 
Event Fund expectations for cultural events.  

Inclusion & Circular Economy Value:  
The event promotes inclusion through free, accessible community 
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Applicant 2 The Gig  

Policy Category Visitor Economy  
Estimated attendance > 1000 (public events) 
Business Events/conferences > 200 overnight attendees 
Estimated economic benefit >$150,000 

Amount requested Cash Request: $10,000 Plus in-kind use of the Ag Pavillion ≈ $1,594 

Category Maximum $10,000 

Aligns to Destination 
Management Plan 

• Theme 4 (Creativity, Arts and Culture) is addressed through 
professional touring acts and the local support stage showcasing 
emerging musicians.  

• Theme 5 (Events, Festival and Conferencing) is delivered through a 
two-night music event attracting over 1000 attendees to Orange 
during the September shoulder season, adding to a well-rounded 
and sustainable events calendar.  

• Theme 6 (Food, Ferments & Night-time Economy) is supported 
through partnerships with local food and beverage vendors, using 
the event as a night-time activation to showcase our local food 
businesses to attendees. 

participation and delivers circular economy value by supporting local 
businesses and keeping event-related spending within the CBD. 

Accessible, Community-Focused Programming:  
This is a free event for everyone to attend, it is pitched attracting 
families with children under 14, around 25% of Orange’s population.  

Local Economic Benefit & Partnerships:  
The event is expected to generate economic benefit for CBD retailers 
during the Christmas period, when consumer spending is typically 
higher. By encouraging visitation to the city centre, the event may also 
contribute to an uplift in local retail sales. 

Alignment with Council Strategy:  
The event aligns with Council strategy by supporting a healthy, safe, 
inclusive and vibrant community, encouraging participation and 
community connection, and activating the CBD in a way that benefits 
local businesses and the broader community. 

Enhances Liveability & Calendar Fit: 
The Santa Arrival Parade enhances liveability by delivering a free, 
family-friendly community event that encourages social participation, 
showcases local talent, supports inclusivity and builds community 
pride. Its late-November timing provides a strong calendar fit by 
marking the start of the Christmas season, activating the CBD during a 
key retail and festive period, and contributing an established annual 
event to Orange’s community calendar. 
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Social issues 
addressed 

• The Gig will work with local organisations & businesses to maximise 
community and economic benefit.  

• Business Orange will help promote the event and attract sponsors, 
while local food vendors, accommodation providers and businesses 
will be engaged in delivery.  

• Community partnerships with schools, the Orange Regional 
Conservatorium and JAM Orange will support the local artist stage, 
with Orange360 also approached for promotional support. 

Previously funded by 
Council? 

No – this is a new event  

Other reported 
sponsorship/income  

• Ticketing: $115,000 

• Sponsorship: $37,000 

• Stallholder $4,300 

• Merchandise $15,000 

• Budget – provided as an attachment 

Summary 
information 

Company – for profit 

Event is listed on ATDW  
This event is expected to attract 1,250 people  

Event Date – 4-5 September 2026 

Event information available Events in Orange NSW - Orange360 - 
Orange 360 

The Gig was created to address a significant gap in live, heavy music 
events in the region, while creating performance pathways for 
emerging local musicians.  

Event Program: Friday 4th and Saturday 5th September 2026 at 
Agriculture Pavilion, Orange Showground. Each evening features 8 acts 
across two stages along with local food and beverage vendors.  

The main stage will showcase nationally recognised touring acts 
including Ocean Grove, Windwaker, and supporting acts 

A dedicated local support stage features emerging high school and 
junior musicians from Orange schools and music organisations, 
integrating professional touring acts with community talent 
development. 

Visitation based on 
applicants’ data (per 
event day) 

Accommodation:  520 Visitors of which 415 to be overnight visitors 
(80% of estimated non-locals) × 1.5 nights × $230 (average rate) = 
$143,175  

Visitor spending (retail, food etc): 520 visitors × 1.5 days × $151/day 
(NIEIR estimate) = $117,780  

Local spending (merch, food etc): 730 locals × 1.5 days × $50/day = 
$54,750 Total: $431,205  

https://www.orange360.com.au/Events/View/69d88f02f21a14f84241ad83/the-gig
https://www.orange360.com.au/Events/View/69d88f02f21a14f84241ad83/the-gig
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OCC $ per participant 
ratio (lower ratio = 
less spend per 
person) based on 
request made  

• Total Participants 8:1 ($10,000 for 1250 Attendees) 

• Total Overnight visitors 19:1 ($10,000 for 520 Visitors)  

Income generated 
(DNSW) 

Attributed to collated from The Gig 

Total Economic Impact from visitor data: $216,837 

Expenditure of Visitors Calculation (travelling attendees only staying 
overnight)  
415 × $209.00. × 2.5 nights = $216,837 

ROI - For every $1 invested, the festival generated $21.68 in economic 
return for the region 

DNSW—2.5 nights per visit and $209.00 average nightly visitor spend—
are the most up-to-date estimates for the Central West/Central NSW 
region. Yr End December 2025.  

Complies With Policy Compliance with the Visitor Economy Fund Criteria  

• Attendance >1,000 

• Economic benefit >$150,000: Drives overnight visitation (33% 
visitors) 

RECOMMENDATION It is recommended the 2026 The Gig be approved for $10,000 including 
the in-kind value of the Orange Ag Pavillion Showground hire 
(Maximum of $10,000). The event is scheduled for Early September, 
which is generally a quieter period on the Orange Calendar  

Timing and Visitor Impact 
The timing is suitable as it falls outside of school holidays and it is early 
spring which is generally a quieter time on the regional event calendar. 
The Gig has a comprehensive marketing plan where they have 
identified their target market along with recognising that live music 
events are important activity for our region young people.  
The Gig is a two-day event that targets overnight stays 

Consideration Factors 
Aims to attract overnight visitation, that targets overnight visitors, 
headline act fanbases, in addition to local audiences and September 
stay-extenders. 
Estimated target of 1250 attendees, with 33% requiring overnight 
accommodation.  

How Funding will be used  
Venue hire: Agriculture Pavilion, Safety and compliance: Security, first 
aid services and insurance to ensure community safety and professional 
event standards,  

Marketing and promotion: Radio advertising, social media, branding 
and content development, website development and marketing 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/faycjvmy/production/d5e41ee35a214f99a5ef741e3038a1435dbfbbdb.pdf/travel-to-central-nsw-ye-jun-2025.pdf
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campaign to attract visitors from outside Orange LGA during the 
shoulder season. 

Event engages local businesses (stallholders, community groups 
including local music groups) 
This event generally meets some of the Visitor Economy Fund 
Guidelines; however, the following points are noted: 

As a new event, its capacity to attract ticket sales has not yet been 
demonstrated. The organisers will collect relevant data for reporting 
and to track visitation and success.  

The Organiser is a local business that specialising in the required AV 
and tech for an event like this. There is a fully develop Event 
Management plan.   

Whilst Heavy music (metal, punk, hardcore) in NSW is not fully 
mainstream, it is more popular, visible, and growing more than it has in 
years. According to the Music Network Metal streams in Australia have 
increased ~105% from 2020–2025 and is one of the fastest-growing 
genres. 

The organisers are planning that this is a premier annual live music 
event, that is financially sustainable and not reliant on grants and to 
encourage young emerging local artist by creating regular performance 
pathways.  

The Visitor Economy funding stream has a notional annual budget of 
$40,000. While allocations are carefully managed, sufficient funding 
remains to support this activity.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Santa Arrival Parade 2026 - Application (redacted), D26/64474⇩  
2 Santa Arrival Parade 2026 - Budget, D26/64478⇩  
3 The Gig 2026 - Application (redacted), D26/64482⇩  
4 The Gig 2026 - Working Budget, D26/64485⇩  
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2.3 Special Purpose Financial Statements – Children’s Services and Caravan Park  

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/988 
AUTHOR: Jen Sharp, Director Corporate & Commercial Services      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report recommends that Council cease the preparation and audit of Special Purpose Financial 
Statements (SPFS) for: 

• Children’s Services (reported as “Child Care” in the current special purpose financial 

statements) 

• Caravan Park 

A review of Council’s financial reporting framework, undertaken in consultation with Council’s 
External Auditor, and the Audit Office, has confirmed that these activities do not meet the 
definition of declared business activities under the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice 
and Financial Reporting and therefore, these SPFS are no longer required. 

The external auditor has advised that, where SPFS are not mandated, their continued preparation 
and audit represent unnecessary compliance and cost, and should be discontinued. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “15.3 Ensure 
financial stability and support efficient ongoing operation”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The recommendation will result in: 

• Reduced audit fees associated with SPFS; and 

• Reduced internal staff time in preparing and supporting these statements. 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
This recommendation is consistent with: 

• Local Government Act 1993 

• Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting 

No adverse legal implications arise. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council cease the preparation and external audit of Special Purpose Financial Statements 
for both Child Care and Caravan Park activities from the 2025/2026 financial year onwards.  

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
The recommendation of this report has been assessed against Council’s key risk categories and the 
following comments are provided: 

Service/Project Delivery There are no service or project delivery considerations that increase 
risks from this recommendation  

Financial There are no financial risks to this recommendation, only cost 
savings. Consideration has been given to requirements for grant 
acquittals or other uses for audited financials, no other areas were 
identified.   
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Reputation/Political There are no reputational or political risks identified 

Environment There are no environmental implications from the recommendation  

Compliance Approving of this change will allow Council to meet the compliance 
obligations in ceasing these reporting obligations.  

People & WHS There are no impacts on people or safety as a result of acting on this 
recommendation  

Information Technology/ 
Cyber Security 

There are no impacts on information technology or cyber security 
risk as a result of this recommendation  

 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Council has historically prepared Special Purpose Financial Statements for a number of activities, 
including Children’s Services (Child Care) and Caravan Park operations. 

SPFS are intended to satisfy reporting requirements under National Competition Policy for 
declared business activities and are subject to External Audit. 

Over time, many Councils have reviewed the scope of their SPFS to ensure alignment with current 
requirements and to avoid unnecessary reporting where no obligation exists. 

For internal management purposes, income and cost reports will still be prepared without the 
additional burden of full financial statements which require external audit. 

Under the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting: 

“Where a council has ‘no business activities’, the special purpose financial statements are not 
required.” 

SPFS are therefore only required where a Council operates activities that have been formally 
declared as business activities and meet relevant classification or revenue thresholds. 

A review of Council’s operations has confirmed that: 

• Children’s Services (Child Care) operates as a community service and do not meet the 

definition of a declared business activity; and 

• The Caravan Park does not meet the criteria (including scale and classification) required to be 

treated as a declared business activity under the Code. 

Accordingly, there is no requirement for SPFS to be prepared for these activities. 

Council’s External Auditor has reviewed the current reporting framework and advised that: 

• SPFS should only be prepared where explicitly required under the Code; and 

• Where no such requirement exists, Council should discontinue their preparation and audit. 

This advice is consistent with broader financial reporting reforms across Australia, which have 
progressively reduced reliance on SPFS and encouraged entities to eliminate unnecessary or 
non-mandated reporting 

Across NSW Local Government, Councils have progressively rationalised their financial reporting 
frameworks following audit review by removing SPFS for activities that are not declared business 
activities and focusing reporting on statutory General Purpose Financial Statements. 

This aligns with contemporary audit and governance expectations that councils avoid maintaining 
reporting processes that are not required. 
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Ceasing preparation of SPFS for these activities will: 

• Reduce external audit costs 

• Reduce internal preparation effort 

• Streamline Council’s financial reporting processes 

• Align Council with current accounting standards and audit expectations 

There is no impact on: 

• Council’s audited General Purpose Financial Statements 

• Compliance with the Local Government Act 1993 

• Financial transparency or accountability 

Conclusion 
Special Purpose Financial Statements for Children’s Services (Child Care) and the Caravan Park 
operations are not required under the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and 
Financial Reporting. 
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