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2 MAYORAL MINUTES 

2.1 Mayoral Minute - Code of Meeting Practice Rescission and Reinstatement of 2021 Model 
Code 

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/1122 
  

 

MAYORAL MINUTE 
The Local Government (General) Amendment (Model Code of Meeting Practice) Regulation 2025 
(Amendment Regulation) which prescribed the 2025 Model Code of Meeting Practice for Local 
Councils in NSW (2025 Model Meeting Code) has been disallowed by the Legislative Council 
(approximately 9.30pm on Tuesday 26 May 2026). 

The decision by the Legislative Council to disallow the regulation raises two immediate issues: 
under what meeting code will the Councils operate and, whether the Government will be 
progressing another regulation for the purposes of prescribing an updated meeting code. 

Information provided by the Office of Local Government on Thursday 28 May 2026 is outlined 
below. 

Under section 41(4) of the Interpretation Act 1987, if a regulation ceases to have effect because of 
its disallowance, and the regulation amended a regulation that was in force immediately before 
the amending regulation took effect, the disallowance of the amending regulation has the effect 
of restoring or reviving the previous regulation as of the day of its disallowance. 

The disallowance of the Amendment Regulation therefore means that the 2025 Model Meeting 
Code is no longer prescribed for the purposes of section 360 of the Local Government Act 1993 (LG 
Act) and the previous 2021 version of the Model Meeting Code now becomes the prescribed 
version. 

Under section 360 of the LG Act, councils’ adopted codes of meeting practice must not contain 
provisions that are inconsistent with the mandatory provisions of the prescribed Model Meeting 
Code. This means that provisions of your council’s adopted code of meeting practice based on the 
now disallowed 2025 Model Meeting Code that are inconsistent with the mandatory provisions of 
the previous 2021 Model Meeting Code are no longer permissible. 

The disallowance of the 2025 Model Meeting Code also means that mandatory provisions of that 
Code that were not mandated in the previous 2021 Model Meeting Code, are no longer 
mandatory. 

To minimise confusion about the applicable rules at future meetings and to ensure compliance 
with section 360 of the LG Act, as the first item of business at the next meeting, your council 
should rescind its resolution adopting the 2025 Model Meeting Code. This will have the effect of 
reinstating your council’s previous adopted code of meeting practice containing the mandatory 
provisions of the 2021 Model Meeting Code. Because more than 3 months have passed since your 
council adopted its current meeting code, the signatures of 3 councillors are not required to 
rescind the resolution adopting the code.  

The disallowance of the Amendment Regulation does not prevent councils from including 
supplementary provisions in the reinstated version of their previous meeting code based on the 
provisions of the 2025 Model Meeting Code, provided they are not inconsistent with the 
mandatory provisions of the 2021 Model Meeting Code. If your council wishes to make 
amendments to the reinstated version of its previous meeting code, it will be required to prepare 
and exhibit a draft code in accordance with section 361 of the LG Act. 
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The Government had been examining the feedback received from Dr Cohn MLC, the Country 
Mayors Association and Local Government NSW on the Model Meeting Code, with quite advanced 
drafting on an updated code. This work will be completed shortly.  

Formal advice on a new code will be shared with you when the drafting is complete.  

Council Adopted the 2025 Model at its meeting on 16 December 2025. 

The previously adopted version of the Code of Meeting Practice based on the 2021 Model Code 
was adopted by Council on 5 August 2025.  

An outline of the differences between each version is show in the supporting information below 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 That the information contained in this Mayoral Minute be acknowledged.  

2 That Strategic Policy ST02 – Code of Meeting Practice, as adopted 16 December 2025 
(Resolution 25/693) be rescinded in accordance with the advice from the Office of Local 
Government dated 28 May 2026. 

3 That Strategic Policy ST02 – Code of Meeting Practice (2021 Model Code), as adopted on 5 
August 2025 be reinstated and adopted including the start and finish times as resolved 19 
May 2026. 

4 That Council receive a report on optional changes that Council may wish to include in a 
revised Code (as taken from the 2025 Model and not inconsistent with the 2021 Model). 

Tony Mileto 
MAYOR 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Outside the Mandatory changes that came into effect in the 2025 Model Code, there are minor 
differences in the previously adopted version based on the 2021 Model. Each are outlined below: 

Clause 
Number 

Clause 
2025 Model (Adopted 16 
December 2025) 

2021 Model (adopted 5 
August 2025) 

3.1 
Ordinary Meeting 
Timing 

6pm (updated 19 May 
2026) 

6.30pm 

3.10 
Notice of Motion 
Deadline 

10 Business Days 8 Business Days 

4.4 
Open Forum Speaker 
Form 

2 hours before meeting 
time. 

Received by 4pm 

4.2(b) 
Open Forum Speakers Cameras are to be 

on. 
N/A 

4.2(m)/ 
4.13 

Open Forum Speakers have 5 minutes, 
strictly enforced and no 
extension is to be 
permitted. 

Speakers have 5 minutes, 
strictly enforced. 

9.16/ 
9.17 

Questions Taken on 
Notice 

Response to Next Meeting Response to Second Meeting 
of Each Month 
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Clause 
Number 

Clause 
2025 Model (Adopted 16 
December 2025) 

2021 Model (adopted 5 
August 2025) 

15.18 
Attending Via Audio 
Visual Link 

Reason must relate to 
specific reasons only. 

Reason to be provided to the 
CEO before the meeting. 

17.10 Notice of Rescission 5pm day preceding meeting 5pm day preceding meeting 

18.1 Finish Time 9.30pm 9.30pm 

STAFF COMMENT 
In accordance with the requirements, a copy of the 2025 Model Code as adopted by Council on 16 
December 2025 has been attached for information and rescinding. 

A fresh version of the 2021 Model last adopted by Council on 5 August 2025 has been attached for 
adopting. 

The only change from the version adopted on 5 August 2025 is the start time of 6pm as resolved 
by Council at its 19 May 2026 Meeting. 

A report will be prepared for Council to consider any not mandatory changes from 2025 that 
Councillors may wish to keep where they are not inconsistent with the 2021 Model, and should 
any additional items be included Strategic Policy ST02 will be placed on Public Exhibition before 
consideration and adoption. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil. 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
As outlined throughout the report. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 TO RESCIND - Strategic Policy - ST02 - Code of Meeting Practice, D26/68615⇩  
2 FOR ADOPTION - Strategic Policy - ST02 - Code of Meeting Practice, D26/68622⇩  
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6 CLOSED MEETING – SEE CLOSED AGENDA 

The Chief Executive Officer will advise the Council if any written submissions have been received 
relating to any item advertised for consideration by a closed meeting of Council. 

The Mayor will extend an invitation to any member of the public present at the meeting to make a 
representation to Council as to whether the meeting should be closed for a particular item. 

 In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2021, in the opinion of the Chief Executive Officer, the following business is of a kind as 
referred to in Section 10A(2) of the Act, and should be dealt with in a Confidential Session of the 
Council meeting closed to the press and public. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council adjourn into a Closed Meeting and members of the press and public be excluded 
from the Closed Meeting, and access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items 
considered during the course of the Closed Meeting be withheld unless declassified by separate 
resolution. This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993 as the items listed come within the following provisions: 

6.2 Awarding Elements - Lighting Options - Tender F4502-1 - Orange Sports Precinct - 
Field Lighting 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business 
relating to (d)i commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 
prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.  

 

 





 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

2 JUNE 2026 
 

Page 77 

6.2 Awarding Elements - Lighting Options - Tender F4502-1 - Orange Sports Precinct - Field 
Lighting 

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/1108 
AUTHOR: Duncan Mitchell, Director Infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating 
to (d)i commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the 
commercial position of the person who supplied it.   
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