
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY 
COMMITTEE 

 

AGENDA 
 

5 MAY 2026 
 
 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
that an ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING of ORANGE CITY 
COUNCIL will be held in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, ORANGE on  
Tuesday, 5 May 2026. 

 
 

Scott Maunder 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

For apologies please contact Executive Support on 6393 8391. 
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AGENDA 
 

EVACUATION PROCEDURE 

In the event of an emergency, the building may be evacuated. You will be required to vacate the 
building by the rear entrance and gather at the entrance to the car park. This is Council's 
designated emergency muster point. 

Under no circumstances is anyone permitted to re-enter the building until the all clear has been 
given and the area deemed safe by authorised personnel. 

In the event of an evacuation, a member of Council staff will assist any member of the public with 
a disability to vacate the building. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

MEMBERS  

Cr D Mallard (Chairperson), Cr T Mileto (Mayor), Cr T Greenhalgh (Deputy Mayor), Cr K Duffy, Cr G 
Judge, Cr F Kinghorne, Cr M McDonell, Cr S Peterson, Cr G Power, Cr M Ruddy, Cr J Stedman,  Cr J 
Whitton 

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence 
 

1.2 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and 
less than significant non-pecuniary interests 

The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) regulate the way in 
which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there is no 
conflict between their private interests and their public role.  

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct or 
indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the Council (or 
Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start of the meeting 
and the reasons given for declaring such interest.  

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member who has 
declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or voting on that 
matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.  

Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if members have a non-pecuniary conflict of interest, the 
nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for a number of ways 
in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Committee Members now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters 
under consideration by the Environmental Sustainability Policy Committee at this meeting.  
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2 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

2.1 Minutes of the Tidy Towns Community Committee - 12 March 2026 

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/782 
AUTHOR: Melissa Brennan, Administrative Assistant      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Tidy Towns Community Committee met on 12 March 2026 and the recommendations from 
that meeting are provided to the Environmental Sustainability Policy Committee 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “13.3 Provide 
opportunities for widespread and quality engagement and, where appropriate, shared decision 
making”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 That Council acknowledge the reports presented to the Tidy Towns Community Committee at 
its meeting held on 12 March 2026. 

2 That the minutes of the Tidy Towns Community Committee from its meeting held on 12 
March 2026 be adopted. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
The recommendation of this report has been assessed against Council’s key risk categories and the 
following comments are provided: 

Service/Project Delivery Services are provided within current budget allocations and staff 
resources. 

Financial No adverse impact, costs are mainly internal. 

Reputation/Political Tidy Towns Applications provide a positive impact on Council’s 
reputation. 

Environment No impacts from this report 

Compliance Nil 

People & WHS Nil 

Information Technology/ 
Cyber Security 

Nil 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
The Agenda and Minutes are attached for the information of Council. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Minutes of the Meeting of the Tidy Towns Community Committee held on 12 March 2026, 

2026/815⇩  
2 Agenda of the Meeting of the Tidy Towns Community Committee held on 12 March 2026, 

2026/814⇩   
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3 GENERAL REPORTS 

3.1 Update on Tree Health and Timing for Tree Removal 

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/493 
AUTHOR: Nigel Hobden, Manager City Presentation      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report provides Councillors with background from an operational context on dying street 
trees and their management. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “1.1 Develop 
and maintain parks and open spaces within the city, that meet the needs of the community”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil. 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
Nil. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council acknowledge the information provided in the Tree Health and Timing for Tree 
removal report.  

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
The recommendation of this report has been assessed against Council’s key risk categories and the 
following comments are provided: 

Service/Project Delivery There is a risk that delays in assessing or responding to tree health 
issues may impact service delivery outcomes and community 
expectations regarding public safety and amenity. 

Financial Unplanned tree removals or reactive maintenance may result in 
additional costs outside allocated operational budgets.  

Reputation/Political Perceived lack of transparency or community disagreement 
regarding tree removal decisions may result in reputational or 
political impacts for Council. 

Environment Tree removal, if not appropriately assessed and mitigated, may 
result in loss of canopy, habitat values, or environmental amenity.  

Compliance Failure to follow adopted policies, relevant legislation, or best-
practice arboriculture standards may expose Council to compliance 
risks.  

People & WHS Undetected or unmanaged tree health issues may pose safety risks 
to the public, contractors, or Council staff.  

Information Technology/ 
Cyber Security 

There is minimal information technology or cyber security risk 
association with noting this update.  
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Council’s tree care team compile records (street address, visual condition – a photograph) to 
monitor the resilience of street trees affected by drought stress, canopy dieback and other 
declining matters. Street trees in decline or senescence are monitored for public risk and 
programmed for removal when the tree’s decline is significant, or the branches become brittle and 
present a risk to the public. Heavily trafficked areas (high pedestrian areas and busier roads) are 
prioritised for tree removals. 

When risk to the public is high, tree removals are undertaken as soon as practical. If the risk is 
deemed low tree removals are generally undertaken in the autumn winter period. 

Each street tree removed is replaced as long as the tree site does not present issues such as 
affecting sight lines for traffic, blocking street lighting or the tree site doesn’t conflict with services 
both above ground and underground. Within the CBD, when appropriate, the aim is to construct 
tree cells for replacement trees, such as those in Kite Street outside Factory Expresso / Bullets & 
Bits and Frockwork Orange. The tree cells being constructed outside Quest Orange and McNamara 
Lane which are proving extremely successful in growing healthy vigorous trees. 

Notification of the removal of trees in high profile areas is provided to the Director Community 
Recreation and Cultural Services. 

Images attached relate to the following: 

Image 1 - Elm 
Anson Street corner of Kites Street outside the old Lands Department office. Tree Care team have 
been monitoring this tree since the removal of its neighbour. This Elm has been noted as 
deteriorating in condition and is programmed for removal and replacement. This action will occur 
during the autumn-winter period. 

Image 2 and 3 - Ash 
6 Carramar Avenue - Council has previously attended to this tree to address the resident’s 
concern. The tree is healthy with no further works proposed. Resident complained that they could 
not grow grass; they were advised to stop driving on the front yard as compaction from vehicles 
damages soil structure and prevents grass from growing. 

As above - photo prior to Council removing the large lower limb LHS of tree. 

Image 4 – Maple in roundabout 
The irrigation to this tree had failed and repairs were undertaken, tree will recover 

Image 5 – Maple  
Summer Street Wine Bar - Corner Summer and Sale Streets. Tree care team are aware of the 
senescence to this tree, as they attended this site in November for storm damaged. The three 
trees within this blister have either suffered from storm damaged, tree pictured and another on 
the Sale Street frontage with canopy die back will be programmed for removal and replacement 
during the autumn-winter period. 

In line with recent replacement plantings at this intersection the southwest corner will be planted 
with Acer x freemannii Autum Blaze following the removal of existing trees.  

Image 6 – Golden Ash 
Byng Street east - Golden Ash trees. Council's tree care team are aware of the die back in the 
canopy of these trees and have them programmed for removal this winter. 
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Below is a list of dead trees that are programmed to be removed. 

Tree Species Issue Street Address Proposed 
Removal 

Comment 

Pin oak Dead tree Anson Street / 
Heatherbrae Parade 
Roundabout 

March Park frontage 

Elm tree Decline 179a Anson Street Winter/Spring 
2026 

Outside Lands 
Office 

Eucalypt Dead tree 37 North Street Winter/Spring 
2026 

Essential Energy 
to assist 

Upright oak Dead tree 120 Moulder Street Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

Silver maple x 3 Decline & storm 
damaged 

Cnr Summer Street & 
Sale Street  

Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

White Cedar Dieback/ 
Structural decline 

52 Kite Street Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

London Plane Dieback/ 
Structural decline 

147 Lords Place Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

Golden ash Dead tree 277 Byng Street Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

Golden ash Dead tree 265 Byng Street Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

Crab apples Dead tree Bathurst Road Winter/Spring 
2026 

Various 
locations 

Golden ash Dead tree 28 Nile Street Winter/Spring 
2026 

Side frontage 

Acer Negundo Structural decline 45 Boronia Cresent Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

Prunus x 4 Decline/ Dead 2 Kylie Circuit Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

Eucalypt Storm Damaged 20 James Ryan 
Avenue 

Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

Claret ash Dead tree 15 Honeyman Drive Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

Claret ash Dead tree 36 Sharps Road Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

Claret ash Dead tree 26 Anson Street Winter/Spring 
2026 
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Tree Species Issue Street Address Proposed 
Removal 

Comment 

Claret ash Dead tree 8 Leura Road Winter/Spring 
2026 

Essential Energy 
to assist 

Claret ash Dead tree 29 Leura Road Winter/Spring 
2026 

Essential Energy 
to assist 

Eucalypt Storm Damaged Adj 86 Cullya Road Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

Eucalypt Powerline 16 Jindalee Avenue Winter/Spring 
2026 

Essential Energy 
to assist 

Claret Ash Dead tree 1 Lesbos Place Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

Claret Ash Storm Damaged 11 Caleula Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

Acer Negundo Dieback/ 
Structural decline 

16 Byng Street Winter/Spring 
2026 

  

Hibiscus Site distance 
issue 

Dalton Street Winter/Spring 
2026 

Various 
locations 

Hibiscus Site distance 
issue 

Margaret Street Winter/Spring 
2026 

Various 
locations 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Cr Duffy Tree Photographs Captioned Images, D26/40757⇩  
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