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Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
that a FINANCE POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING of ORANGE CITY COUNCIL will be held in the 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, ORANGE on  Tuesday, 7 April 2026. 

 
 

Scott Maunder 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

For apologies please contact Executive Support on 6393 8391. 
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AGENDA 
 

EVACUATION PROCEDURE 

In the event of an emergency, the building may be evacuated. You will be required to vacate the 
building by the rear entrance and gather at the entrance to the car park. This is Council's 
designated emergency muster point. 

Under no circumstances is anyone permitted to re-enter the building until the all clear has been 
given and the area deemed safe by authorised personnel. 

In the event of an evacuation, a member of Council staff will assist any member of the public with 
a disability to vacate the building. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

MEMBERS  

Cr S Peterson (Chairperson), Cr T Mileto (Mayor), Cr T Greenhalgh (Deputy Mayor), Cr K Duffy, Cr G 
Judge, Cr F Kinghorne, Cr D Mallard, Cr M McDonell, Cr G Power, Cr M Ruddy, Cr J Stedman,  Cr J 
Whitton 

 
  

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence 
 

1.2 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and 
less than significant non-pecuniary interests 

The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) regulate the way in 
which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there is no 
conflict between their private interests and their public role.  

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct or 
indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the Council (or 
Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start of the meeting 
and the reasons given for declaring such interest.  

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member who has 
declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or voting on that 
matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.  

Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if members have a non-pecuniary conflict of interest, the 
nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for a number of ways 
in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Committee Members now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters 
under consideration by the Finance Policy Committee at this meeting.  
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2 GENERAL REPORTS 

2.1 Small Donations - Requests for Donations 

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/269 
AUTHOR: Jen Sharp, Director Corporate & Commercial Services      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report provides information to Council to allow for the consideration of a resolution regarding 
applications for funding through the Small Donations Program received in the last month.  

The Small Donations Program has been established to provide assistance to community and not-
for-profit groups that offer significant contribution to the social, economic and/or environmental 
wellbeing of the Orange Local Government Area (LGA). 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “10.2 
Develop and attract a variety of events, festivals, venues and activities that attract visitors”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The budget for General Donations within the Small Donations Program for 2025/2026 is $90,000 
with $71,441.18 spent to date including contributions approved by the CEO.   

During the month In-Kind Donations $1000 and under have been approved by the CEO for the 
following:  

Applicant Donation Type Request Type Value 

Orange Lacemakers  In-Kind Lease / Rent $840 

Current month total approved under delegation $840 

The total requested in this round is $8,500. The total recommended for approval this round is 
$5,000. 

Annual budget 25/26 $90,000.00 

Total spent to date $71,441.18 

Recommended amount this round $5,000 

Remaining balance $13,588.82 

 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
Refer to Council’s Donations and Grants Policy - ST32 

This policy is in accordance with these sections in the Local Government Act 1993:  
1. Section 356 (financial assistance)  
2. Section 377 (delegated authority)  
3. Section 610E (waive or reduce fees) 

And in accordance with this section in the Local Government Regulation 2021:  
Section 207 (record of donations for auditing purposes). 
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RECOMMENDATION 
1 That this item be heard and voted on separately. 

2 That Council determines the following applications: 

a) To donate $2,000 to Orange Netball Association to contribute the cost of publishing 
“Scoring Goals: 84 Years of Netball in Orange (1942 – 2026)”. 

b) To donate $1,500 to Regional Development Australia Central West to contribute to 
funding the TEN4TEN mentoring program. 

c) To donate $1,500 to Mr Perfect Incorporated to contribute to the operational costs of the 
charity BBQs in Orange. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

The recommendation of this report has been assessed against Council’s key risk categories and the 
following comments are provided: 

Service/Project Delivery Grants and Donations are part of Council’s service to the community. 
Assessing applications for Grants and Donations forms part of the 
delivery of this service. There are no risks currently of concern with 
regard to achieving delivery of this service.  

Financial There is sufficient budget to meet the current commitments of Grants 
and Donations in the current financial year.  

Reputation/Political Awarding Grants and providing donations has a positive impact on 
Council’s reputation. A policy is in place to ensure that grants and 
donations are awarded in a fair and equitable manner.  

Environment There are no environmental risks or implications relating specifically 
to the Grants and Donations program. 

Compliance Council applies the approved Grants and Donations policy and related 
internal policies and procedures when processing applications for 
Grants and Donations.  

People & WHS The Grants and Donations program has minimal interactions with 
Council Staff. There are no identified People or WHS risks associated 
with the program.  

Information 
Technology/Cyber 
Security 

Information collected as part of the Grants and Donations program is 
managed within the policies which minimise the risks to Information 
Technology and Cyber Security for both the Council and the program 
applicants.  

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

Applicant 1 Orange Netball Association  

Assistance Would 
Support 

The assistance would contribute to the $24,000 cost of publishing and 
printing 500 copies of the landmark community project: the 
publication of Scoring Goals: 84 Years of Netball in Orange (1942 – 
2026).  

It will be a hard-covered book with a comprehensive history of netball 
in Orange, capturing the evolution of the sport and the broader story 
of women’s leadership, community spirit, and social change in our 



 FINANCE POLICY COMMITTEE 

7 APRIL 2026 

2.1 Small Donations - Requests for Donations 

Page 7 

thriving city.  

All of the proceeds from selling the books will directly go to young 
athletes and programs to support their development.  

Amount Requested $2,000 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$2,000 

Policy Category Community group providing benefit to local community 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy Yes 

Previously funded by 
Council? 

No 

Additional Information  What are their other funding sources:  

OCTEC are the major sponsor,  
Priceline Pharmacy, John and Kay Davis Family, Craig Harvey’s 
Mechanical Repairs, JBM Accounting and Gaamben have also 
committed funds.  

What is the proposed price of the books: 
It is not decided yet, but they considering $40 as an estimate.  
(this would result in $20,000 for the club) 

 

Applicant 2 Regional Development Australia Central West 

Assistance Would 
Support 

The assistance would contribute to funding to support the TEN4TEN 
mentoring program which connects Year 11 students from Orange, 
Cabonne and Blayney with community leaders to develop leadership 
skills and mentoring opportunities throughout the school year. 

Amount Requested $1,500 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$1,500 

Policy Category Community group providing benefit to local community 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy Yes 

Previously funded by 
Council? 

Yes 
2024/2025 $1,500 
2023/2024 $3,000 
2021/2022 $1,500 

Additional Information  Why are they charging GST on a donation? 
The are happy for that to be adjusted.  

Have Blayney and Cabonne agreed to $1500 each? 
Cabonne have agreed to $1,500. Still talking with Blayney  

How many of the participants are from Orange this year? 
(residentially live in Orange) and which schools do they attend? 
Of the attendees, 8 are living in Orange  

- 3 – Kinross Wolaroi  
- 2 – James Sheahan Catholic High School  
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- 2 – Orange High School 
- 1 – Orange Anglican Grammer  

 

Applicant 3 Mr Perfect Incorporated 

Assistance Would 
Support 

The assistance would contribute to fund the following operational 
costs of our charity:  

• Equipment: $800.00  

• Food and Drink: (all BBQ's over 12 months in this LGA) 
$2,000.00  

• Marketing materials: $800.00  

• Insurance $100.00 Online Advertising $1300.00 

Amount Requested $5,000 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$1,500 

Reduced to make the total awarded to this organisation in FY26 equal 
$2,500 being the annual limit for this category 

Policy Category Community group providing benefit to local community 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy Yes 

Previously funded by 
Council? 

Yes 
2025/2026 $1,000 (2 September 2025) 
2023/2024 $6,000 

Additional Information  1. The date of your events says between April and December 
2026, but the budget page says 12 months of BBQ costing 
$2000 is this for 12 months or 9 months?  
I complete so many of these Community Grant applications 
where the start date and completion date are pre-specified to 
start and finish within the one time frame. In such cases if the 
applicant selects dates outside the designated timeframe the 
application cannot be submitted. In most cases I choose such 
dates- however, our BBQ in Orange (or any of our other 80 
locations across Australia over the last 8 years) have always 
been held 1 x Sunday per month for 12 months of the year. 

2. Your application in September 2025 talked about being for the 
period of Oct 25 – June 26, can you help us understanding how 
the funding requests are over lapping?  
The explanation lies in the response to the previous question. 
We budget money from any LGA Grant to that area for as long 
as that donation holds. Once used the $ for that LGA comes 
from our other donations and sponsorships as we apply for 
further funding. The overlapping simply extends the time that 
the Grant funding can be used in that LGA - and is often cause 
for us to ramp up the social media awareness campaign to 
draw further attendees. 

3. Your costs have increased considerably (31%) since your 
application last September, especially the Print and Social 
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Media Costs which are up 68% and 38% respectfully – what is 
the reason for this? 
I agree that our costs have increased - what we buy and spend 
hasn’t, and our charity has the simplest of expenditure 
requirements (equipment, food/drink/cakes etc, marketing 
materials, insurance, social media marketing, 2 x part time 
staff). This increase is due to inflation in the cost of food, drink, 
BBQ equipment, caps, T-Shirts, Aprons, social media spend as 
we endeavour to attract more attendees and Hosts.  

4. Are you asking Orange City Council to be the sole funder of the 
Orange Mr Perfect BBQs? Request is $5,000 and the total cost 
of the events are $5,000. 
No. I ask Orange Council to support the outstanding Mr Perfect 
BBQ in Orange to the extent of the grant application. If our 
application is unsuccessful, or partially funded, we will simply 
fund the ongoing operation of the Orange BBQ from the 
consolidated funding from other sources. I believe the 
attendees of this BBQ who are from your local community 
would appreciate the support and the opportunity to continue 
to have this charitable service available. 

5. How did you promote the Orange City Council as a contributor 
following our contributions last September? 
We haven't done anything specific. With previous council 
grants (for example a recent one in Ferntree Gully) we have put 
the logo on the flyer/posted on social media. We could do 
something to retrospectively to acknowledge the recent 
Council Grants if that is acceptable? This is mostly a case of not 
enough people to tick all the boxes (2 x part-time 2 day a week 
staff + 90 volunteers spread out  thinly across Australia) Please 
note that we are very happy (and obligated) to a public 
acknowledgment of funds, so please let me know if an 
acknowledgement flyer is acceptable and I will see to it that we 
put something together. 

6. What are the numbers of attendees that you have had at your 
events from September 2025 to March 2026 and what is the 
ratio of new people to returning attendees. 
The Orange Mr Perfect had 208 attendees in the 6 meetups 
between September 2025 to March 2026 (no Jan meetup due 
to unforeseen circumstances), averaging around 35 per 
meetup. Hard to say what the ratio is of new to returning 
attendees (as we deliberately don’t have any sign-up or 
registration to encourage people to come along with no 
barriers) is without asking one of the hosts. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
1 Small Donations Program - Application - Orange Netball Association (Redacted), 

D26/18808⇩  
2 Small Donations Program - General Donations - Application - Lynda Smart - Regional 

Development Australia Central West - 6 March 2026 (Redacted), D26/30288⇩  
3 Small Donations Program - General Donations - Application - Mr Perfect Inc - John Mooney 

- 16 March 2026 (Redacted), D26/31740⇩  
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2.2 Event Development Funding 

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/518 
AUTHOR: Jen Sharp, Director Corporate & Commercial Services      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report provides information to Council so it may consider applications under Council’s Event 
Development Fund. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “10.2 
Develop and attract a variety of events, festivals, venues and activities that attract visitors”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
In early 2025, the Event Sponsorship Program was renamed and restructured as the Event 
Development Fund (ST43), which received approval in April 2025.  

The Event Development Fund Strategic Policy is informed by the Orange Regional Destination 
Management Plan and Community Strategic Plan and features three distinct event development 
funding categories:  

1) Flagship Funding - $1,000 to $15,000 – notional pool $40,000  

2) Visitor Economy Funding - $1,000 to $10,000 – notional pool $40,000 

3) Liveability Funding - $1,000 to $5,000 – notional pool $30,000 

The main objectives of the Event Development Fund are: 

- The economic benefit to the community in terms of increased visitation, utilisation of 
accommodation, and utilisation of local business and products. 

- Increased promotion of the city and/or identification of the city with a recognised product such 
as education, sport, food, wine, agribusiness and clean environment. 

- A benefit that has a broad application to the community and not just a special benefit to an 
individual or selected few. 

- That Council can clearly recognise the value of its assistance in the event, in that it provides a 
material difference to the financial sustainability of the event.  

The Event Development Fund budget is $110,000 for the 2026 financial year.  

Table One: Event Sponsorship Program – Financial summary table 

Annual 
Allocation 

Committed from 
previous years 

Already 
approved in 
2025/2026 

Total 
Committed 
for 2025/26 

Balance 
available 

Eligible 
applications 
received   

$110,000 $10,000 $73,000 $83,000 $17,000 $2,500 

 

Applications Received this period: 
1. Wangarang Fair Day and Garage Sale – Wangarang - 2 May 2026 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
Refer to Council’s Event Development Fund Strategic Policy – ST43  
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RECOMMENDATION 

1. That Council determines the following application:  

a. To fund Wangarang’s Fair Day and Garage Sale on 2 May 2026 to the value of 
$2,500.00 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
The recommendation of this report has been assessed against Council’s key risk categories and the 
following comments are provided: 

Service/Project Delivery Event Development Funding is part of Council delivery plan this 
application moves us towards meeting this service delivery. 

Financial These application falls within the approved Budget for the program. 

Reputation/Political There are no foreseen reputation or political risks associated with 
this recommendation. 

Environment There are no environmental risks associated with the awarding of 
funds in this program. 

Compliance These Events Comply with Strategic Policy ST43. 

People & WHS There are no interactions with employees involved awarding 
funding under this program and no involvement of employees with 
the third-party events. 

Information Technology/ 
Cyber Security 

There are no foreseen Information Technology or Cyber Security 
risks which are not managed within the existing policies. The 
applications have been processed in accordance with those policies. 

 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
The approved applications for event sponsorship approved in the 2025/24 and 2025/26 financial 
year can be found at Table 2. 

Table Two: Assistance provided in 2024/25 and 2025/26 to date. 
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Careers and Trade Expo (now in 
small donations) 

$1,600 $1,600     1:10 

Gnoo Blas *  $10,000 $10,000 $10,000  Flagship $10,000 3:1 

Orange Show  $10,000 $10,000     4:1 

Orange Regional Arts 
Foundation  

$5,000 $5,000     25:1 

Goodness gravel + $5,000 $2,500     11:1 

Orange Wine Festival (ORVA) $14,500 $10,000 $10,000 $3,733.61 Visitor $10,000 4:1 

Sustainable Living Expo $4,000 $4,000     3:1 

Central West Festival Gold – 
Orange Bridge Club 

$5,000 $5,000 $5,000  Visitor $5,000 19:1 

Orange Chamber Music Festival $10,000 $10,000 $10,000 $4,838.00 Visitor $10,000 11:1 

Junior Touch Football 
Championships 

$4,550 $4,550     2:1 
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Event 
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FOOD Week $10,000 $5,500 $5,000  Flagship $5,000 0.7:1 

Central West Veterans Golf (now in 
small donations) 

$1,500 $1,500     6:1 

Backroads Brews and Blues + $5,000 $3,000     3:1 

Australian National Field Days $10,000 $10,000 $15,000  Flagship $10,000 1:6 

Regional Development 
Australia 

$5,000 $3,000     20:1 

A Night in Nashville $10,000 $5,000 $15,000 $903.10 Visitor $10,000 8.6:1 

Orange Mountain Bike Club $5,000 $5,000     7:1 

Lonely Mountain Ultra $7,500 $3,850 $10,000  Visitor $10,000 5:1 

Duntryleague Family Day   $5,000  Liveability $5,000 5:1 

Australian Dental Association 
Conference  

  $1,750  Visitor $1,750 5:1 

Renewables Ag Conference +   $5,000  Visitor $5,000 10:1 

Back to Buckinbah   $5,000  Liveability  5:1 

Australian Women in 
Agriculture National 
Conference 

  $1,250  Visitor  $1,250 5:1 

Wangarang Fair Day and 
Garage Sale 

  $2,500  Liveability   2.5:1 

Total Expenditure  $123,650   $99,500 $100,500 $9,474.71    

Committed to date for 2025/26     $83,000  

* Already approved from previous years 
+ Private company 
 

Applicant 1 Wangarang Fair Day and Garage Sale  

Policy Category Liveability 

• Demonstrate sound operational planning  

• Estimated attendance > 500 (public events) 

• A maximum or $5 of council funding per participant – if an 
event attracts 500 people a maximum of $2,500 can be 
awarded 

• Demonstrate broad appeal for the community  

• Designed to be reoccurring or ongoing 

• Will be able to measure visitor and or attendee experience 

• Have a marketing plan and demonstrate financial 
responsibility 

Amount requested Cash Request: $2,500 

Category Maximum $5,000 

Aligns to Destination 
Management Plan 

Role of the Event: To continue to break down the barriers 
between people with a disability and the community, the Fair Day 
is designed to be a day of family fun activities that highlight the 
contribution people with a disability make in our community 
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Alignment to DMP  

• Theme 5: Events, Festivals and Conferencing. The event 
seeks to promote disability inclusion, circular economy 
values, community connection and local participation and 
pride.   

Social issues addressed • Broad Engagement: Community and family inclusive event, 
reaching a wide community. 

• Inclusive Activities: Food, music, and facility tours for all 
ages. 

• Local Partnerships: Involves businesses, food and wine 
partners, musicians, and historical groups. 

• Council Alignment: Supports values—Live (participation), 
Preserve (sustainability), Prosper (business links) and 
supports.  

• Enhances Liveability: Adds recreational experiences for 
residents and visitors and increases the profile of local 
disability services 

Previously funded by 
Council? 

• This event is new and Wangarang has not previously received 
funding from the Event Development or Sponsorship Funds.  

• Wangarang has received funding from our Small Grants and 
Donations program this financial year. Receiving $1,500 to 
contribute to a building an outdoor facility for supported 
employees and NDIS participants. 

Other reported 
sponsorship/income  

• $4,000 in expected sales from the garage sale component and 
food and beverages  

• Projected to run at a loss in the first year 

• Budget – provided 

Summary information • Not for profit  

• Event Date – 2 May 2026  

• Purpose & Outcomes: Promote disability inclusion and 
showcase contributions of people with disability; highlight 
circular economy through a large garage sale 
(reuse/repurpose/divert from landfill); aim to establish an 
annual, family‑friendly community event for Orange residents. 

• Funding Request & Use: Seeking $2,500 from the Liveability 
Event Fund to support traffic management and signage (safe 
pedestrian/vehicle movements), event hire (PA/activities), and 
program quality; overall budget is $10,000 with an expected 
first‑year loss to build long‑term sustainability. 

• Community Alignment & Partnerships: Aligns to CSP goals 
(access/inclusion; youth programs; local business prosperity; 
diverse, accessible events) and supports OCC’s Disability 
Inclusion Action Plan; collaboration with OCC Community 
Development, disability service providers (initial interest from 
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three), Rotary, and local wineries (on‑site tastings). 

• Impact, Measurement & Promotion: Indirect economic 
benefits via local spend and profile‑raising (Wangarang’s 
annual economic contribution estimated at $12.4m across 
wages, carer capacity, refunds, and supply chain); success of 
this event will be tracked via visitor counts 
(pedestrian/vehicle), POS transactions, Return & Earn 
volumes.  

Visitation based on 
applicants’ data (per event 
day) 

Not applicable – Liveability Event  

OCC $ per participant ratio 
(lower ratio = less spend per 
person) 

• Total participants 2.5:1 ($2,500 to 1000 attendees) 

Income generated (DNSW) The event’s economic impact will be mostly indirect rather than 
direct and recognising that this is a liability event rather than a 
destination event. 

The event budget is approximately $10,000, covering staff, event 
hire, and consumables. 

Focusing on garage sale activation aims to divert items from 
landfill. 

Increasing the visibility of local disability services is expected to 
generate new business interest in using Wangarang’s services. 

Wangarang contributes an estimated $12.4 million annually 

- $4 million in direct wages 

- $5.4 million in increased wage capacity for carers 

- $2 million from Return and Earn refunds 

- $1 million in subsidised business supply chain support 

Complies With Policy Yes  

• Supplied information demonstrates sound operational 
planning – provision of event planning documents  

• Estimated attendance > 1000 (public events) 

• A maximum or $5 of council funding per participant, 
proposal sits at $2.50 per person projected to attend 

• Demonstrate broad appeal for the community  

• Designed to be reoccurring or ongoing 

• Yes, will measure visitor and or attendee experience 

• Have a brief marketing plan and demonstrate financial 
responsibility  

RECOMMENDATION Recommendation:  
It is recommended that Wangarang Fair Day and Garage Sale be 
approved under the Liveability Fund for $2,500 (Category 
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Maximum of $5,000).  

Consideration Factors  

• Community Engagement: Council support will lift safety 
and program quality (traffic management, signage, 
PA/activities) and be complemented by promotion via 
owned social, local radio and PR to attract a broader local 
audience. This aligns with the Liveability Event Fund intent 
to enhance community participation.  

• Attendance & ROI: Estimated 1,000 attendees 
comfortably exceeds the minimum 500 requirement; if 
turnout is higher, the return on Council’s investment 
improves further on a per-attendee basis.  

• Inclusion & Circular Economy Value: Designed to break 
down barriers and showcase the contribution of people 
with disability, while the large garage sale promotes 
reuse/repurpose and diversion from landfill—supporting 
the region’s Disability Inclusion Action Plan outcomes.  

• Inclusive, Free, Family-Friendly Activities: A free event 
with family activities and partner activations that foster 
social connection and accessible participation—consistent 
with CSP priorities for diverse, inclusive events for locals.  

• Local Economic Benefit & Partnerships: Engages local 
disability providers, Rotary and winery partners, with 
spend on event hire and consumables in the local 
economy and contributes to the region’s events 
ecosystem (DMP Theme 5 – Festivals, Events & 
Conferencing).  

• Alignment with Council Strategy: Reflects CSP values—Live 
(participation/inclusion), Preserve (environmental 
stewardship via reuse), Prosper (local business 
partnerships)—and aligns with the Orange Region DMP 
and Liveability fund settings.  

• Enhances Liveability & Calendar Fit: Adds a new 
cultural/recreational option in the shoulder season, 
complementing the broader city calendar and improving 
community amenity without relying on overnight 
visitation  

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Wangarang Fair Day - Event Application - 2026 (Redacted), D26/31203⇩  
2 Wangarang Fair Day - Event Plan - 2026, D26/31207⇩  
3 Wangarang Fair Day - Budget - 2026, D26/39448⇩  
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