
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY 
COMMITTEE 

 

AGENDA 
 

3 MARCH 2026 
 
 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
that an ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING of ORANGE CITY 
COUNCIL will be held in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, ORANGE on  
Tuesday, 3 March 2026. 

 
 

Scott Maunder 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

For apologies please contact Executive Support on 6393 8391. 
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AGENDA 
 

EVACUATION PROCEDURE 

In the event of an emergency, the building may be evacuated. You will be required to vacate the 
building by the rear entrance and gather at the entrance to the car park. This is Council's 
designated emergency muster point. 

Under no circumstances is anyone permitted to re-enter the building until the all clear has been 
given and the area deemed safe by authorised personnel. 

In the event of an evacuation, a member of Council staff will assist any member of the public with 
a disability to vacate the building. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

MEMBERS  

Cr D Mallard (Chairperson), Cr T Mileto (Mayor), Cr T Greenhalgh (Deputy Mayor), Cr K Duffy, Cr G 
Judge, Cr F Kinghorne, Cr M McDonell, Cr S Peterson, Cr G Power, Cr M Ruddy, Cr J Stedman,  Cr J 
Whitton 
  

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence 
 

1.2 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and 
less than significant non-pecuniary interests 

The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) regulate the way in 
which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there is no 
conflict between their private interests and their public role.  

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct or 
indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the Council (or 
Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start of the meeting 
and the reasons given for declaring such interest.  

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member who has 
declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or voting on that 
matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.  

Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if members have a non-pecuniary conflict of interest, the 
nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for a number of ways 
in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Committee Members now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters 
under consideration by the Environmental Sustainability Policy Committee at this meeting.  
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2 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

2.1 Minutes of the Parks, Trees and Waterways Community Committee 18 December 2025 

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/26 
AUTHOR: Nigel Hobden, Manager City Presentation      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Parks, Trees & Waterways Community Committee met on 18 December 2025 and the 
recommendation from that meeting are provided to the Environmental Sustainability Policy 
Committee for adoption. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “1.1 Develop 
and maintain parks and open spaces within the city, that meet the needs of the community”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 That Council acknowledge the reports presented to the Parks, Trees & Waterways 
Community Committee at its meeting held on 18 December 2025. 

2 That the minutes of the Parks, Trees & Waterways Community Committee from its meeting 
held on 18 December 2025 be adopted. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
The recommendation of this report has been assessed against Council’s key risk categories and the 
following comments are provided: 

Service/Project Delivery Nil 

Financial Nil 

Reputation/Political Nil 

Environment Nil 

Compliance Nil 

People & WHS Nil 

Information Technology/ 
Cyber Security 

Nil 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
The Minutes and Agenda of the meeting are attached for the information of Council. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Minutes of the Meeting of the Parks, Trees & Waterways Community Committee held on 

18 December 2025, 2025/2724⇩  
2 Agenda of the Meeting of the Parks, Trees & Waterways Community Committee held on 18 

December 2025, 2025/2689⇩  
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2.2 Minutes of the Companion Animals Community Committee - 5 February 2026 

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/243 
AUTHOR: Trinity Preston, Administration Officer (Compliance)      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The minutes of the Companion Animals Community Committee held on 5 February 2026 are 
provided to the Environmental Sustainability Policy Committee for adoption.  

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “3.3 Develop 
and promote initiatives that value and protects domestic animals and the role they play in 
residents’ wellbeing both physical, social and psychological”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Within the Companion Animals Community Committee Budget for 2025-2026. 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 
RECOMMENDATION 
1 That Council acknowledge the reports presented to the Companion Animal Community 

Committee at its meeting held on 5 February 2026.  
2 That Council determine recommendations 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3 from the minutes of the 

Companion Animal Community Committee meeting of 5 February 2026. 
3.1 That Council should exhibit the Strategic Policy of Feral & Infant Animal Management 

after the following amendments have been made: 

• Section 3: Add objectives regarding financial and facility capacity 

• Section 6: Fix the “cate” typographical error and change “wild behaviour” to 
“dangerous behaviour” in the Feral Companion Animal definition 

• Section 9.3: Correct the cross-reference from Section 9 to Section 8 

• Section 10.1: Change the full stop after “policy” to a comma for continuity.  
3.2 That Council resolves to: 

• Adopt “Off-Leash Dog Exercise Area” as the official terminology for all materials 

• Update website and brochure maps for accuracy relating to the Off-leash Dog Exercise 
Areas 

• Develop a policy that establishes the standards off-leash dog exercise areas in Orange 
are required to meet. These standards should include naming, signage, fencing, safe 
access (gates and parking), shade, seating, ‘poo bag’ dispensers, waste bins, watering 
facilities, and the routine maintenance of vegetation in these areas 

• Adopt a policy that requires provision of off-leash dog exercise areas in all major 
subdivisions.  

3.3 That Council: 

• Acknowledge the DRAFT: Community Dog Desexing Pilot from committee member, 
Danielle Haase and investigate how Council can support this program 

• Allocate the full 2025/2026 Committee budget to a staff-led dog and cat desexing 
program with no per-household animal limits 

• Roll over any unspent funds to the following financial year to ensure program 
longevity 

• Establish eligibility criteria for the desexing program be funded requiring participants 
to be residents of Orange LGA and holders of a valid pension/concession card. 

3 That the remainder of the minutes of the Companion Animal Community Committee from its 
meeting held on 5 February 2026 be adopted. 
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FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
The recommendation of this report has been assessed against Council’s key risk categories and the 
following comments are provided: 

Service/Project Delivery Nil 

Financial Nil 

Reputation/Political Nil 

Environment Nil 

Compliance Nil 

People & WHS Nil 

Information Technology/ 
Cyber Security 

Nil 

 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
The Committee Agenda and Minutes are attached for the information of Council. 

The Updated Policy is part of the Council Meeting Paper for placement on exhibition should the 
recommendations of this paper be carried. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Minutes of the Meeting of the Companion Animals Community Committee held on 5 

February 2026, 2026/206⇩  
2 Agenda of the Meeting of the Companion Animals Community Committee held on 5 

February 2026, 2026/137⇩  
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