
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

AGENDA 
 

31 MARCH 2026 
 
 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
that an EXTRAORDINARY MEETING of ORANGE CITY COUNCIL will be held in the COUNCIL 
CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, ORANGE on  Tuesday, 31 March 2026  
commencing at 6:00 PM. 

 
 

Scott Maunder 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

For apologies, please contact Executive Support on 6393 8391. 
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AGENDA 
 

EVACUATION PROCEDURE 

In the event of an emergency, the building may be evacuated. You will be required to vacate the 
building by the rear entrance and gather at the breezeway between the Library and Art Gallery 
buildings. This is Council's designated emergency muster point. 

Under no circumstances is anyone permitted to re-enter the building until the all clear has been 
given and the area deemed safe by authorised personnel. 

In the event of an evacuation, a member of Council staff will assist any member of the public with 
a disability to vacate the building. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence 
 

1.2 Livestreaming and Recording 

This Council Meeting is being livestreamed and recorded. By speaking at the Council Meeting 
you agree to being livestreamed and recorded. Please ensure that if and when you speak at 
this Council Meeting that you ensure you are respectful to others and use appropriate 
language at all times. Orange City Council accepts no liability for any defamatory or offensive 
remarks or gestures made during the course of this Council Meeting. A recording will be 
made for administrative purposes and will be available to Councillors. 
 

1.3 Acknowledgement of Country 

I would like to acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we meet today, 
the people of the Wiradjuri Nation.  I pay my respects to Elders past and present, and extend 
those respects to Aboriginal Peoples of Orange and surrounds, and Aboriginal people here 
with us today. 
 

1.4 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests 

and less than significant non-pecuniary interests 

The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) regulate the way 
in which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there 
is no conflict between their private interests and their public role.  

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct 
or indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the 
Council (or Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start 
of the meeting and the reasons given for declaring such interest.  

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member 
who has declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or 
voting on that matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.  

Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if members have a non-pecuniary conflict of 
interest, the nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for 
a number of ways in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Councillors now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters under 
consideration by the Council at this meeting.  

COUNCIL MEETING ADJOURNS FOR THE CONDUCT OF THE OPEN FORUM 

 

COUNCIL MEETING RESUMES 
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2 GENERAL REPORTS 

2.1 2024/2025 Financial Statements 

RECORD NUMBER: 2026/552 
AUTHOR: Jen Sharp, Director Corporate & Commercial Services      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Presented to Council are the 2024/2025 Annual Financial Statements. It is recommended that 
Council endorse the General Purpose and Special Purpose Financial Statements for signing and 
refer them to the NSW Audit Office for finalisation of the 2024/2025 Audit. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “15.3 Ensure 
financial stability and support efficient ongoing operation”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
Under Section 413 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council must prepare financial reports for 
each year and must refer them for audit as soon as practicable after the end of that year. Section 
416(1) sets a maximum time limit of 4 months after the end of the year (30 November) for the 
audit to be conducted.  

Extensions have been granted by the Office of Local Government (OLG) to submit the statements 
with the current revised due date being 1 April 2026.   

Intentus Chartered Accountants, contracted by the Audit Office of NSW have completed the audit. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council resolves: 
1 To authorise the Mayor, Chairperson of Finance Policy Committee, Chief Executive Officer 

and Director Corporate and Commercial Services to sign the Statement by Councillors and 
Management for the General Purpose and Special Purpose Financial Statements in order for 
Council’s Auditors to conduct the audit and upon completion of the audit, issue an audit 
statement in accordance with section 413(2)(c) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

2 That Council refers the General Purpose and Special Purpose Financial Statements to the 
Audit Office of NSW for audit. 

3 That Council’s Auditor be invited to present the Audit Report to Council. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
The recommendation of this report has been assessed against Council’s key risk categories and the 
following comments are provided: 

Service/Project Delivery There were no service or project risks relating to the 
recommendations of this report identified.  

Financial There were no financial risks relating to the recommendations of 
this report identified. 
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Reputation/Political If the financial statements were not endorsed, there may be 
reputational risks impacted due to the fact that the financial 
statements have been audited and recommended for endorsement. 

Environment There were no environmental risks relating to the recommendations 
of this report identified. 

Compliance There were no compliance risks relating to the recommendations of 
this report identified. 

People & WHS There were no people or work health and safety risks relating to the 
recommendations of this report identified. 

Information Technology/ 
Cyber Security 

There were no information technology or cyber security risks 
relating to the recommendations of this report identified. 

 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Attached are the draft Income Statements and Balance Sheets for both the General Purpose 
Financial Statements and Special Purpose Financial Statements. As part of the audit process, these 
financial reports may be subject to change. 

The General Purpose Financial Statements and the Special Purpose Financial Statements for the 
year ending 30 June 2025 have both been prepared in accordance with: 

• The Local Government Act 1993  

• The Australian Accounting Standards and Professional pronouncements 

• The Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting 

ARIC endorsed the process of preparation at an extraordinary meeting on 25 March 2026 
following presentation of draft General Purpose and Special Purpose Financial Statements and 
reports from the NSW Audit Office and Council’s External Auditor Intentus Chartered Accountants.  

The Minutes of that meeting recommending signing of the Financial Statements are attached. 

Council’s preliminary result is a consolidated Net Operating result of $19.2m surplus and a Net 
Operating Result before grants and contribution provided for capital purposes is a $27.1m deficit. 

The Auditor has been invited to make a presentation to Council.  
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Minutes of the Extraordinary ARIC Meeting 25 March 2026, D26/39384⇩  
2 DRAFT Financial Statements FY 2024/2025, D26/40018⇩  
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