
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCE POLICY COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

5 AUGUST 2025 
 
 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
that a FINANCE POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING of ORANGE CITY COUNCIL will be held in the 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, ORANGE on  Tuesday, 5 August 2025. 

 
 

David Waddell 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

For apologies please contact Executive Support on 6393 8391. 
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AGENDA 

EVACUATION PROCEDURE 

In the event of an emergency, the building may be evacuated. You will be required to vacate the building by 
the rear entrance and gather at the entrance to the car park. This is Council's designated emergency muster 
point. 

Under no circumstances is anyone permitted to re-enter the building until the all clear has been given and 
the area deemed safe by authorised personnel. 

In the event of an evacuation, a member of Council staff will assist any member of the public with a 
disability to vacate the building. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS, SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND 
LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) regulate the way in 
which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there is no 
conflict between their private interests and their public role.  

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct or 
indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the Council (or 
Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start of the meeting 
and the reasons given for declaring such interest.  

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member who has 
declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or voting on that 
matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.  

Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if members have a non-pecuniary conflict of interest, the 
nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for a number of ways 
in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Committee Members now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters 
under consideration by the Finance Policy Committee at this meeting.  
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2 GENERAL REPORTS 

2.1 SMALL DONATIONS - REQUESTS FOR DONATIONS 

RECORD NUMBER: 2025/1346 
AUTHOR: Jen Sharp, Director Corporate & Commercial Services      
  

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report provides information to Council to allow for the consideration of a resolution 
regarding applications for funding through the Small Donations Program received in the last 
month.  

The Small Donations Program has been established to provide assistance to community and 
not-for-profit groups that offer significant contribution to the social, economic and/or 
environmental wellbeing of the Orange Local Government Area (LGA) 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “10.2 
Develop and attract a variety of events, festivals, venues and activities that attract visitors”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The budget for General Donations within the Small Donations Program for 2025/2026 is 
$90,000 with $10,620 spent to date. The total requested in this round is $6,599. The total 
recommended for approval this round is $3,462. 
 

Annual budget 25/26 $90,000.00 

Total spent to date $10,620 

Recommended amount this round                $3,462 

Remaining balance $75,918 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
Refer to Council’s Donations and Grants Policy - ST32 

This policy is in accordance with these sections in the Local Government Act 1993:  

1. Section 356 (financial assistance)  

2. Section 377 (delegated authority)  

3. Section 610E (waive or reduce fees) 

And in accordance with this section in the Local Government Regulation 2021:  

Section 207 (record of donations for auditing purposes) 
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RECOMMENDATION 

1 That this item be heard and voted on in seriatim. 

2 That Council determines the following applications: 
a) To donate $2,500 to Housing Plus to contribute to purchasing vouchers to use as 

prizes for the fundraising activities at the White Tie Ball. 
b) To donate $962 to Orange Edible Garden Trail Inc to contribute to a financial buffer 

to ensure continuation of our project in the event of a cancellation.  
 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Consideration has been given to the recommendation’s impact on Council’s service delivery; 
image and reputation; political; environmental; health and safety; employees; stakeholders 
and project management; and no further implications or risks have been identified. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

Applicant 1 Housing Plus 

Assistance Would 
Support 

The assistance would contribute to purchasing vouchers to use as 
prizes for the fundraising activities at the White Tie Ball. 

Amount Requested $5,000 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

 
$2,500 

Policy Category Community event not being event sponsorship 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy Partially, requested funding exceeds the category maximum. 

It should be noted that in previous years the White Tie Ball was 
supported through Council’s Event Sponsorship programs. With 
the changes to both policies commencing in July 2025, the White 
Tie Ball now falls under the Small Donations Policy and therefore a 
limit of $2,500 applies under the policy.  

It was noted in the paper presented to Council at the time that the 
White Tie Ball would be one of those impacted by the change to 
the policy.  

Previously funded by 
Council? 

Yes 
2024/2025 (Event Sponsorship) $8,000 
2023/2024 Nil 
2022/2023 (Event Sponsorship) $6,000 
2022/2023 $2,500 
2021/2022 (Event Sponsorship) $5,500  
2020/2021 (Event Sponsorship) $5,000 
2016/2017 $333.64 
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Applicant 2 Orange Edible Garden Trail Inc 

Assistance Would 
Support 

The assistance would contribute to a financial buffer to ensure 
continuation of our project in the event of a cancellation. 

Amount Requested $1,599 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

 
$962 

Policy Category Community event not being event sponsorship 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy Partial; May infringe on 4.4 of Donations & Grants Policy (Ineligible 
- Applications to cover applicant’s insurance or projected 
insurance costs). 

Staff contacted the applicant noting their organisation 
contribution was higher than the costs and their comment that 
this sponsorship was in effect a safety net if they didn’t get ticket 
sales. 

They advised that the contribution was the balance of previous 
event fundraising.   
As a result of that conversation, they requested that we reduce 
their request to $1,599 being the current total estimate of costs 
for the event.  

Even with the reduction to $1599 being requested, the costs 
disclose an insurance cost of $637 and as insurance policies are 
specifically excluded under the policy our recommended support 
would be limited to $962 being the remaining reported costs of 
the event.  

Previously funded by 
Council? 

No 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Small Donations Program - Application Form - General Donations - Housing Plus - 

White Tie Ball (redacted), D25/73767⇩  
2 Small Donations Program - Application Form - General Donations - Orange Edible 

Garden Trail INC - Financial Buffer in the event of cancelation (Redacted), 
D25/81509⇩  
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