
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY 
COMMITTEE 

 

AGENDA 
 

5 AUGUST 2025 
 
 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
that an ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING of ORANGE CITY 
COUNCIL will be held in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, ORANGE on  
Tuesday, 5 August 2025. 

 
 

David Waddell 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

For apologies please contact Executive Support on 6393 8391. 
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AGENDA 

EVACUATION PROCEDURE 

In the event of an emergency, the building may be evacuated. You will be required to vacate the building by 
the rear entrance and gather at the entrance to the car park. This is Council's designated emergency muster 
point. 

Under no circumstances is anyone permitted to re-enter the building until the all clear has been given and 
the area deemed safe by authorised personnel. 

In the event of an evacuation, a member of Council staff will assist any member of the public with a 
disability to vacate the building. 
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1.1 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and less 
than significant non-pecuniary interests ........................................................ 3 

2 COMMITTEE MINUTES ......................................................................................... 5 

2.1 Companion Animals Community Committee Minutes of 5 June 2025 .......... 5 

 



ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY COMMITTEE   5 AUGUST 2025 

   Page 3 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS, SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND 
LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) regulate the way in 
which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there is no 
conflict between their private interests and their public role.  

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct or 
indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the Council (or 
Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start of the meeting 
and the reasons given for declaring such interest.  

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member who has 
declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or voting on that 
matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.  

Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if members have a non-pecuniary conflict of interest, the 
nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for a number of ways 
in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Committee Members now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters 
under consideration by the Environmental Sustainability Policy Committee at this meeting.  
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2 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

2.1 COMPANION ANIMALS COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MINUTES OF 5 JUNE 2025 

RECORD NUMBER: 2025/1577 
AUTHOR: Lisa Frost, Pound Administration Officer      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Minutes of the Companion Animals Community Committee held on 5 June 2025 are provided 
to the Environmental Sustainability Policy Committee for adoption. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “13.3 Provide 
opportunities for widespread and quality engagement and, where appropriate, shared decision 
making”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Within the Companion Animals Community Committee Budget for 2025-2026. 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 That Council acknowledge the reports presented to the Companion Animals Community 
Committee at its meeting held on 5 June 2025. 

2 That the minutes of the Companion Animal Community Committee at its meeting held on 
5 June 2025 be adopted. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Consideration has been given to the recommendation’s impact on Council’s service delivery; 
image and reputation; political; environmental; health and safety; employees; stakeholders and 
project management; and no further implications or risks have been identified. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

1 CACC 5 June 2025 Minutes 
2 CACC 5 June 2025 Agenda, D25/88762⇩  
  



 

 

 

ORANGE CITY COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE 

COMPANION ANIMALS COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
HELD IN COUNCILLORS’ WORKROOM, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, ORANGE 

ON 5 JUNE 2025 

COMMENCING AT 12:30 PM 

 

 1 INTRODUCTION 

ATTENDANCE 

Cr David Mallard (Chairperson), Cr Marea Ruddy, Pam Davis, Neil Jones, Susan Sanders, 
Danielle Haase, Anne Reith, Rosie Rowse, Acting Manager Compliance, Pound Supervisor, 
Pound Administration Officer.   

Observers:  Katie Rogers (AWL Volunteer), Jenna Martin (AWL Inspector) 

  

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence 

 

RESOLVED Member A Reith/Member D Haase 
1. That apologies be accepted from the Director Development Services and Nadine 

Sweeney for the Companion Animals Community Committee meeting on 5 June 2025.  
2. That a correction to the previous Minutes dated 10 April 2025 be accepted, it was 

noted in the Minutes that Pam Davis was in attendance. Pam Davis was not in 
attendance and sent her apologies. 

 

1.2 Acknowledgement of Country 

The Chairperson conducted an Acknowledgement of Country. 

 

1.3 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and less than 
significant non-pecuniary interests  

Nil. 
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2 PREVIOUS MINUTES 

RESOLVED Member D Haase/Member A Reith 

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Companion Animals Community Committee held on 
10 April 2025 (copies of which were circulated to all members) be and are hereby confirmed 
as a true and accurate record of the proceedings of the Companion Animals Community 
Committee meeting held on 10 April 2025. 

3 PRESENTATIONS 

3.1 COMPANION ANIMALS COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - COUNCIL SUBMISSION TO 
REVIEW OF THE COMPANION ANIMALS ACT 1998. 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/978 

The Acting Manager Compliance had emailed the Committee the Council Submission of 
Review of the Companion Animal Act 1998 before the meeting. There was positive feedback 
from all the Committee, very well written and very happy with the summary and 
recommendations. Danielle Haase advised that over 3,600 submissions has been received. 

RECOMMENDATION Member N Jones/Member R Rowse 

That the Committee acknowledge the Submission and thank the writer, former Manager 
Compliance. 

 

3.2 COMPANION ANIMALS COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - REVIEW OF POLICY FOR OFF-
LEASH DOG PARKS 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/979 

Neil Jones has received a lot of feedback from the community regarding the dog parks. Neil 
suggested that the Committee put together a submission for Council to consider for 
inclusions into new sub-divisions that they have Off-Leash Dog Parks. Neil queried whether 
Council even have a policy for Off-Leash Dog Parks, as each dog park is different and who is 
responsible in relation to establishing/funding/maintenance of the dog parks. Neil has asked 
for clarification. Chairperson Cr Mallard advised the Committee that there was a 
consultation survey for the Open Space and Recreation Strategy open now and encouraged 
them to complete it.   

The Acting Manager Compliance advised that he has a meeting with the Manager City 
Presentation this afternoon and will clarify the roles of each section regarding dog parks and 
advise the Committee before the next meeting. 

RECOMMENDATION Member D Haase/Member R Rowse 
1. That the Committee acknowledge that Acting Manager Compliance will follow up whose 

roles/responsibilities for Off-Leash Dog Parks. 
2. That the Committee complete the Open Space and Recreational Strategy survey. 
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3.3 COMPANION ANIMALS COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - CWA STATE CONFERENCE 
REVIEW 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/980 

Danielle Haase attended the Country Women’s Association State Conference in Wagga 
Wagga in May. The CWA had a very strong view on cats, with their preference being for 
containment and desexing. The 25/26 CWA State Executive approved the key policy – 
supporting 24 submissions in the Companion Animals Review. 

RECOMMENDATION Member S Sanders/Member A Reith 

That the Committee acknowledge and congratulate Danielle Haase for attending and 
assisting in getting the support to pass the submissions for the Companion Animals Review. 

 

3.4 CHAIRPERSON PRESENTATION - ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY 
COMMITTEE 6 MAY 2025 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/981 

Chairperson Cr Mallard explained that this presentation will be in all meetings moving 
forward to update the Committee on Council meeting outcomes. 

The changes to the Charter were adopted unanimously. 

Chairperson Cr Mallard spoke at the Council meeting about there being only one Councillor 
on the Committee.  Cr Marea Ruddy generously offered her time to join the Committee.  
She was warmly welcomed into the Committee by everyone. 

With the former Manager Compliance departure, the letters discussed at the last meeting 
requesting other organisations to join the Committee, Department of Primary Industries and 
RSPCA had not been completed. The Acting Manager Compliance will draft a letter for 
Chairperson Cr Mallard to these organisations asking for some representation on the 
Committee. 

Chairperson Cr Mallard advised the Committee that the RSPCA will be closing from 12 June 
2025. The RSPCA will be meeting with Council on 20 June 2025 to discuss the closure and 
how the RSPCA will be helping the community now they have closed. 

Danielle Haase asked why the Council Pound is not run along the same lines as Bathurst 
Animal Rehoming Centre (BARC), as they work as both a Pound and Rehoming Organisation. 
Now that the RSPCA had closed, there would be no place for adopting stray/surrendered 
animals. There was discussion of the amount of time it takes for adoption versus sending 
them to a rehoming organisation. The Acting Manager Compliance will contact neighbouring 
Councils about their pound facility scope and services offered (stray/seized only or welfare 
matters as well). 

RECOMMENDATION Member N Jones/Member D Haase 
1. That the Acting Manager Compliance draft a letter to the Department of Primary 

Industries and RSPCA asking for representation on the Committee. 
2. That the Acting Manager Compliance contact neighbouring Councils about their pound 

facility scope and services offered (stray/seized only or welfare matters as well). 
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4 GENERAL REPORTS 

4.1 COMPANION ANIMALS COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - CUSTOMER REQUEST STATISTICS 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/977 

RECOMMENDATION Member S Sanders/Member R Rowse 

That the Companion Animals Community Committee notes the report on Customer Request 
Statistics and figures from the Orange City Pound. 

 

4.2 COMPANION ANIMAL COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ACTION PLAN 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/1008 

RECOMMENDATION Member D Haase/Member R Rowse 

That the Companion Animal Community Committee Action Plan be updated with discussion 
and recommendations from this meeting. 

 
GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 
Animal Welfare League will be opening a shop front in Lords Place, Orange. They will not be 
accepting animals at the site. 

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 2.05PM. 
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