
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGIONAL & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

AGENDA 
 

1 JULY 2025 
 
 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
that a REGIONAL & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING of ORANGE 
CITY COUNCIL will be held in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, 
ORANGE on  Tuesday, 1 July 2025. 

 
 

David Waddell 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

For apologies please contact Executive Support on 6393 8391. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS, SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND 
LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) regulate the way in 
which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there is no 
conflict between their private interests and their public role.  

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct or 
indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the Council (or 
Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start of the meeting 
and the reasons given for declaring such interest.  

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member who has 
declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or voting on that 
matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.  

Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if members have a non-pecuniary conflict of interest, the 
nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for a number of ways 
in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Committee Members now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters 
under consideration by the Regional & Economic Development Policy Committee at this meeting.  
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2 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

2.1 MINUTES OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING - 4 JUNE 
2025 

RECORD NUMBER: 2025/1252 
AUTHOR: Tony Boland, Industry & Business Engagement Lead      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Economic Development Community Committee held a meeting on 4 June 2025. The minutes 
are attached for the Committee’s consideration. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “11.2 
Enhance opportunities for local business to grow and prosper”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil.  

RECOMMENDATION 

1 That Council acknowledge the reports presented to the Economic Development 
Community Committee at its meeting held on 4 June 2025. 

2 That the minutes of the Economic Development Community Committee from its meeting 
held on 4 June 2025 be adopted. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Consideration has been given to the recommendation’s impact on Council’s service delivery; 
image and reputation; political; environmental; health and safety; employees; stakeholders and 
project management; and no further implications or risks have been identified. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1 EDCC 4 June 2025 Minutes 
2 EDCC 4 June 2025 Agenda, D25/67707⇩  
  



 

 

 

ORANGE CITY COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
HELD IN COUNCILLORS WORKROOM, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, ORANGE 

ON 4 JUNE 2025 

COMMENCING AT 8.00AM 

 

 1 INTRODUCTION 

ATTENDANCE 

Cr Frances Kinghorne (Chairperson)(via Teams), Cr Tony Mileto (Mayor), Cr Graeme Judge, 
Reginald Kidd (Teams), Michael Banks, Russell Tym (8.07am), Julia Andrews, Pete Morrison, 
Ben Chiarella, Jack Evans, Kellie Pickering, Luke Knight, Melissa O’Brien, Director Corporate 
and Commercial Services, Manager Economic Development, Industry & Business 
Engagement Lead 

 

*Cr Mileto chaired the meeting with Cr Kinghorne joining the meeting online* 

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence 

 

RESOLVED   Member M Banks/Cr G Judge  

That the apologies be accepted from Cr Tammy Greenhalgh (Deputy Mayor), Cr Melanie 
McDonell, Cr Marea Ruddy, Amy Gormly, Ricky Puata and Gary Norton for the Economic 
Development Community Committee meeting on 4 June 2025. 

1.2 Acknowledgement of Country 

The Chairperson conducted an Acknowledgement of Country. 

1.3 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and less than 
significant non-pecuniary interests  

Nil. 

2 PREVIOUS MINUTES 

RESOLVED   Mr R Kidd/Cr F Kinghorne  

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Economic Development Community Committee held 
on 2 April 2025 (copies of which were circulated to all members) be and are hereby 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings of the Economic Development 
Community Committee meeting held on 2 April 2025. 
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3 PRESENTATIONS 

3.1 CHAIRPERSON PRESENTATION - REGIONAL & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICY 
COMMITTEE 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/1012 

The Chairperson gave a recap of the Regional & Economic Development Policy Committee 
meeting held 6 May 2025. The topics included the confirmation of a change from quarterly 
to bi-monthly meetings for the Economic Development Community Committee as well as 
support for the Orange Rail Action Group to the Joint Organisation and relevant Ministers. 

RECOMMENDATION   Cr F Kinghorne/Mr R Kidd  

That the verbal presentation by the Chairperson be acknowledged. 

 
 

3.2 DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMERCIAL SERVICES - UPDATE ON DEVELOPMENT 
APPLICATION FOR THE OLD ORANGE SALEYARDS 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/1013 

The Director Corporate & Commercial Services updated the Committee on the approval of 
the Development Application for Lots 21, 23 & 24 Edward Street, commonly referred to as 
the Old Saleyards. The DA was approved at the previous night’s Council meeting and will 
now allow for the development of 10 Lots for sale, and 1 lot as a detention basin. 

RECOMMENDATION   Cr G Judge/Member M Banks  

That the verbal presentation by the Director Corporate & Commercial Services be 
acknowledged. 

 

4 GENERAL REPORTS 

4.1 PROGRESS ON RAIL SERVICES FOR ORANGE 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/821 

The Committee commented that this appears to be a stalling tactic from government and 
ongoing advocacy is required. Cr Kinghorne provided context that feasibility study also 
looking at provision of rolling stock and timetabling into Sydney in addition to siding and 
crew requirements 

RECOMMENDATION   Cr F Kinghorne/Member J Evans  

That the Committee acknowledge the report on the Progress on the Rail Services for 
Orange. 
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4.2 MARCH 2025 QUARTERLY UPDATE 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/847 

RECOMMENDATION   Cr F Kinghorne/Mr R Kidd  

That the Committee acknowledge the report on the March 2025 Quarterly Update. 

 

4.3 NSW INDUSTRY POLICY 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/1016 

RECOMMENDATION   Member J Evans/Cr F Kinghorne  

That the Committee acknowledge the report on the NSW Industry Policy. 

 

4.4 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ACTION PLAN 2025 - 2028 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/823 

During the discussion on the Action Plan, Member Reg Kidd raised the issue of recycling old 
solar panels. The Director Corporate & Commercial Services circulated the information via 
Teams prior to the end of the meeting, therefore it is not included in the Action Plan. 

RECOMMENDATION   Member J Gordon/Cr F Kinghorne  

That the Economic Development Community Committee Action Plan be updated. 

 
GENERAL DISCUSSION 
A question was raised by Member Reg Kidd about the stops on the Indian Pacific rail service 
and why it doesn’t stop at Orange anymore.  The Indian Pacific now caters to the 
experimental visitor who is paying a premium for their journey rather than just getting from 
point A to point B. The trip from Sydney to Perth leaves Sydney on a Wednesday at 13.55 
and arrives at Broken Hill Thursday morning. This is the only stop in NSW on the Sydney to 
Perth journey where the minimum off-peak ticket is $2,590. On the return trip the train 
stops in NSW at Katoomba only. The minimum off-peak ticket is $2,890. Comparatively, 
there are around nine (depending on the day) train or train/coach services that run from 
Central to Orange with non-concession fares starting from $21.15. Trips from Orange to 
Broken Hill start from $68.20. This makes stops by the Indian Pacific in Orange unviable as a 
mode of transport. 
 
The committee had an extended discussion on the lack of suitable housing in Orange to 
support key worker migration. Committee sought further clarity on timing of Affordable 
Housing Strategy and want the opportunity to develop specific actions to support this when 
ready. 

 

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.17AM.  
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