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5 GENERAL REPORTS 

5.4 2025 NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY - CALL TO SUBMIT MOTIONS 

RECORD NUMBER: 2025/284 
AUTHOR: Catherine Davis, Executive Support Manager      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) is convening the 30th National General 
Assembly (NGA), to be held in Canberra from 24-27 June 2025. A discussion paper is attached to 
this report to provide guidelines to assist Council in submitting motion(s) for debate at this 
Assembly if it so wishes. The theme for the 2025 NGA is National Priorities Need Local Solutions.  
A report will be brought to Council seeking Councillor attendance when more information on the 
Assembly is made available. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “15.3. 
Provide opportunities for widespread and quality engagement, and where appropriate, shared 
decision making”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes the report by the Executive Support Manager (ESM) on motions to be 
submitted to the National General Assembly to be held in Canberra in June 2025 and that 
Motions be submitted to the ESM prior to COB on Friday 7 March 2025. 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
 
National General Assembly 
Convened annually by the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA), the National General 
Assembly (NGA) of Local Government is the peak annual event for Local Government to engage 
directly with the Federal Government, to develop national policy, and to influence the future 
direction of councils and communities. 
 
The theme for the 2025 NGA is National Priorities Need Local Solutions with the conference being 
held 24-27 June 2025 at the National Convention Centre, Canberra ACT. 
 
It is your opportunity to advocate for new or expanded programs and key policy initiatives  
that could strengthen local governments and its capacity to deliver services and infrastructure to 
local communities across the nation.  
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This year’s call for motion focusses on twelve priority areas:  
•  Intergovernmental relations; 
•  Financial sustainability; 
•  Roads and infrastructure; 
•  Emergency management; 
•  Housing and homelessness; 
•  Jobs and skills; 
•  Community services; 
•  Closing the Gap and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reconciliation;   
•  Data, digital technology and cyber security;   
•  Climate change and renewable energy; 
•  Environment; 
•  Circular economy 
 
Criteria for Motions 
To be eligible for inclusion in the NGA Business Papers, and subsequent debate on the floor of the 

NGA, motions must meet the following criteria: 

1. Be relevant to the work of local government nationally. 

2. Not be focused on a specific jurisdiction, location or region – unless the project or issue has 

national implications.  

3. Be consistent with the themes of the NGA. 

4. Complement or build on the policy objectives of ALGA and your state or territory local 

government association. 

5. Be submitted by a council which is a financial member of their state or territory local 

government association. 

6. Propose a clear action and outcome ie call on the Australian Government to act on something. 

7. Not be advanced on behalf of external third parties that may seek to use the NGA to apply 

pressure to Board members, or to gain national political exposure for positions that are not 

directly relevant to the work of, or in the national interests of, local government. 

8. Address issues that will directly improve the capacity of local government to deliver services 

and infrastructure for the benefit of all Australian communities. 

9. Not seek to advance an outcome that would result in a benefit to one group of councils to the 

detriment of another. 

10. Be supported by sufficient evidence and demonstrate the relevance and significance of the 

matter to local government nationally. 

 

Motions must commence with the following wording: This National General Assembly calls on 

the Australian Government to ... 
 

Please note that resolutions of the NGA do not automatically become ALGA’s national policy 

positions. 
 

Motions should be received by the ESM by 5 pm Friday 7th March 2025, so they can be brought 

back to Council to be resolved prior to the submission deadline of no later than 11.59pm on 

Monday 31 March 2025. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 2025 NGA Discussion Paper, D25/22644⇩   
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