
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCE POLICY COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

2 DECEMBER 2025 
 
 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
that a FINANCE POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING of ORANGE CITY COUNCIL will be held in the 
COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, ORANGE on  Tuesday, 2 December 2025. 

 
 

Barry Omundson 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

For apologies please contact Executive Support on 6393 8391. 
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AGENDA 
 

EVACUATION PROCEDURE 

In the event of an emergency, the building may be evacuated. You will be required to vacate the 
building by the rear entrance and gather at the entrance to the car park. This is Council's 
designated emergency muster point. 

Under no circumstances is anyone permitted to re-enter the building until the all clear has been 
given and the area deemed safe by authorised personnel. 

In the event of an evacuation, a member of Council staff will assist any member of the public with 
a disability to vacate the building. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

MEMBERS  

Cr S Peterson (Chairperson), Cr T Mileto (Mayor), Cr T Greenhalgh (Deputy Mayor), Cr K Duffy, Cr G 
Judge, Cr F Kinghorne, Cr D Mallard, Cr M McDonell, Cr G Power, Cr M Ruddy, Cr J Stedman,  Cr J 
Whitton 
 

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence 
 

1.2 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and 
less than significant non-pecuniary interests 

The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) regulate the way in 
which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there is no 
conflict between their private interests and their public role.  

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct or 
indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the Council (or 
Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start of the meeting 
and the reasons given for declaring such interest.  

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member who has 
declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or voting on that 
matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.  

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴƻƴ-pecuniary conflict of interest, the 
nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for a number of ways 
in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Committee Members now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters 
under consideration by the Finance Policy Committee at this meeting.  
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2 GENERAL REPORTS 

2.1 Small Donations - Requests for Donations 

RECORD NUMBER: 2025/2425 
AUTHOR: Jen Sharp, Director Corporate & Commercial Services      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report provides information to Council to allow for the consideration of a resolution regarding 
applications for funding through the Small Donations Program received in the last month.  

The Small Donations Program has been established to provide assistance to community and not-
for-profit groups that offer significant contribution to the social, economic and/or environmental 
wellbeing of the Orange Local Government Area (LGA). 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅκhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ άмлΦн 
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎΣ ǾŜƴǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎέΦ 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The budget for General Donations within the Small Donations Program for 2025/2026 is $90,000 
with $58,878.50 spent to date including contributions approved by the CEO.  

During the month Donations $1000 and under have been approved by the CEO for the following:  

Applicant Donation Type Request Type Value 

Am I Next? In Kind Rental Fees $383.00 

Orange Christian School Educational Support and 
Recognition 

School Annual Prize Giving 
for Year 12  

$1000.00 

Canobolas Rural 
Technology High School 

School Annual Prize Giving 
for Year 12 

School Annual Prize Giving 
for Year 12 

$1000.00 

Current month total approved under delegation $2,383.00 

The total requested in this round is $12,521.25. The total recommended for approval this round is 
$9,392.25. 

Annual budget 25/26 $90,000.00 

Total spent to date $58,878.50 

Recommended amount this round $9,392.25 

Remaining balance $21,729.25 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 
wŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ DǊŀƴǘǎ tƻƭƛŎȅ - ST32 

This policy is in accordance with these sections in the Local Government Act 1993:  
1. Section 356 (financial assistance)  
2. Section 377 (delegated authority)  
3. Section 610E (waive or reduce fees) 

And in accordance with this section in the Local Government Regulation 2021:  
Section 207 (record of donations for auditing purposes). 
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RECOMMENDATION 

1 That this item be heard and voted on in seriatim. 

2 That Council determines the following applications: 

a) To donate $2,500 to Orange City Bowling Club Ltd to contribute to accommodation, food 
and beverage facilities for participants and their families attending the Golden Eagle 
event. 

b) To donate $1,371 to Gnoo Blas Classic Car Club to contribute to the cost of Naylor 
Pavillion hire, marketing, stationary/printing costs to promote the event.  

c) To donate $1,531.25 to GROW Australia to pay for the room hire for the group during 
2026 

d) To donate $2,490 to Orange Indoor Tennis Club to contribute to the cost of purchasing 
and installing 10 oscillating fans to cool the indoor tennis courts. 

e) To donate $1,500 to Central West Veterans Week of Golf to contribute to the operating 
costs, green fees, advertising and trophies. 

f) To decline the application from Party Planet Hire to contribute to advertising, 
promotional and music costs for the Family Fun Day event. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƪŜȅ Ǌƛǎƪ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
following comments are provided: 

Service/Project Delivery DǊŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
community. Assessing applications for Grants and Donations forms 
part of the delivery of this service. There are no risks currently of 
concern with regard to achieving delivery of this service.  

Financial There is sufficient budget to meet the current commitments of 
Grants and Donations in the current financial year.  

Reputation/Political Awarding Grants and providing donations has a positive impact on 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ! ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
donations are awarded in a fair and equitable manner.  

Environment There are no environmental risks or implications relating specifically 
to the Grants and Donations program. 

Compliance Council applies the approved Grants and Donations policy and 
related internal policies and procedures when processing 
applications for Grants and Donations.  

People & WHS The Grants and Donations program has minimal interactions with 
Council Staff. There are no identified People or WHS risks associated 
with the program.  

Information Technology/ 
Cyber Security 

Information collected as part of the Grants and Donations program 
is managed within the policies which minimise the risks to 
Information Technology and Cyber Security for both the Council and 
the program applicants.  
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

Applicant 1 Orange City Bowling Club Ltd 

Assistance Would 
Support 

The assistance would contribute to accommodation, food and 
beverage facilities for participants and their families attending the 
Golden Eagle event 

Amount Requested $2,500 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$2,500 
 

Policy Category Community event not being event sponsorship 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Previously funded by 
Council? 

Yes, under Event Development Fund: 
2024/2025 - $1,500 
2023/2024 - $5,000 
No longer fits under Event Development Fund due to policy changes.  

Comments This application was deferred at the 4 November 2025 Finance Policy 
Committee meeting due to a question of if the donation money would 
be used for the purchasing of alcohol.  
The applicant was contacted and provided the following statement 
ά¢ƘŜ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ 9ŀƎƭŜΦ 
Depending on the amount it could be used for a myriad of items 
ranging from volunteer uniforms, sun protection, marketing, 
entertainment etc. The participants, their family and friends would 
contribute to accommodation, food, beverage, and tourist facilities in 
hǊŀƴƎŜΦέ 
The application was originally for Event Sponsorship which was 
previously the correct fund, however with the changes to our 
donations and events policies the application now fits within the Small 
Donations category. To limit paperwork for the applicant, staff have 
created a small donations form for the applicant and transferred their 
event sponsorship application to this category.  

 

Applicant 2 Gnoo Blas Classic Car Club  

Assistance Would 
Support 

The assistance would contribute to the cost of Naylor Pavillion hire, 
marketing, stationary/printing costs to promote the event. 

Amount Requested $2,000 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$1,371 ς being the cost amount shown in their application less the 
contributions already received.  

Policy Category Community event not being event sponsorship 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy Yes  

Previously funded by 
Council? 

Yes ς under Event Development Fund 
2024/2025 - $10,000 
2023/2024 - $10,000 
Note - It is possible that an additional event funding request will be 
ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ Dƴƻƻ .ƭŀǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
current financial year.  
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Applicant 3 GROW Australia   

Assistance Would 
Support 

The assistance would pay Orange City Council for the room hire for 
the group. 

Amount Requested $1,531.25 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$1,531.25 

Policy Category Community event not being event sponsorship 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy Yes  

Previously funded by 
Council? 

Yes 
2023/2024 - $1,110 
2022/2023 - $1,100 

 

Applicant 4 Orange Indoor Tennis Club  

Assistance Would 
Support 

The assistance would contribute to purchasing and installing 10 
oscillating fans to cool the indoor tennis courts for patrons to allowing 
them to play in better conditions.  

Amount Requested $2,490  

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$2,490  
 

Policy Category Community group providing benefit to local community 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy Yes  

Previously funded by 
Council? 

No 
  

 

Applicant 5 Central West Veterans Week of Golf (Formerly City of Orange Vets 
Week of Golf)  

Assistance Would 
Support 

The assistance would contribute to operating costs, green fees, 
advertising and trophies.  
 

Amount Requested $1,500 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$1,500 

Policy Category Community event not being event sponsorship 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy Yes ς under Event Development Fund 

Previously funded by 
Council? 

2024/2025 - $1,500 
2023/2024 - $1,500 
2022/2023 - $1,000 
2021/2022 - $1,000 
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Applicant 6 Party Planet Hire 

Assistance Would 
Support 

The assistance would be used to contribute to advertising, 
promotional and music costs.  

Amount Requested $2,500 
 

Amount Recommended 
for Approval 

$0 
 

Policy Category Community event not being event sponsorship 

Category Maximum $2,500 

Complies With Policy No  
The applicant is not a non-profit organisation; however they are 
raising money for a non-profit organisation in FoodCare Orange 

The application also is for an event which was due to occur on 30 
November 2025, and therefore is retrospective, not meeting policy.  

Previously funded by 
Council? 

No 
  

Comments  Party Planet Hire are a for profit organisation who are collaborating 
with 4 local sponsors and Heifer Station Wines to provide a family fun 
day event for the community.  

The purpose of this event is to raise funds that will be donated to 
FoodCare Orange to make food and toy hamper for the vulnerable 
community members this Christmas.  

All profits from the ticket sales and helicopter rides will be donated to 
this cause.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Small Donations Program -  Application - Orange City Bowling Club Ltd - Golden Eagle - 22-

26 February 2026 (Redacted), D25/129645ᶓ  
2 Small Donation Program - Application - Gnoo Blas Classic Car Club - 30 November 2025 

(Redacted), D25/138188ᶓ  
3 Small Donations Program - Application - GROW Australia (Redacted), D25/138183ᶓ  
4 Small Donation Program - Application - Orange Indoor Tennis Club (Redacted), 

D25/138551ᶓ  
5 Small Donations Program - Application - Central West Veterans Week of Golf - 1 - 6 March 

2026 (Redacted), D25/139145ᶓ  
6 Small Donation Program - Application - Party Planet Hire (Redacted), D25/139139ᶓ  
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