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1 INTRODUCTION

MEMBERS

Cr J Whitton (Chairperson), Cr T Mileto (Mayor), Cr T Greenhalgh (Deputy Mayor), Cr K Duffy, Cr G
Judge, Cr F Kinghorne, Cr D Mallard, Cr M McDonell, Cr S Peterson, Cr G Power, Cr M Ruddy, Cr
Stedman

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence

1.2 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant ngrecuniary interests and

less than significant nofpecuniary interests

The provisions of Chapter 14 of th@cal Government Act, 1998e Act) regulate the way in
which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there is no
conflict between their private interests and their public role.

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct or
indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the Council (or
Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start of the meeting
and the reasons given for declaring such interest.

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member who has
declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or voting on that
matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.

| 2dzy OAf Qa [/ 2RS 2F [/ 2y RdzOG LId&BniAry Bobflict ofiieredt, the T Y S
nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for a number of ways

in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended thaCommittee Membersiow disclose any conflicts of interest in matte
under consideration by thénfrastructure Policy Committeat this meeting.
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2 COMMITTEE MINUTES

2.1 Minutes of the Airport Community Committee Meeting28 August 2025
RECORD NUMBER: 2025/2018
AUTHOR: lan Greenham, Director Technical Services

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Airport Community Committee met on 28 August 2025 and the recommendations from that
meeting are presented to the Infrastructure Policy Committee for adoption.

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN

¢tKS NBO2YYSYRIGAZ2Y AY KA&d NBLRZ2NI NBflGSa
{GNBY3IGKSY AN aSNDAOSa¢ d

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
FINANCIAL LOSS TO COUNCIL

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS
Nil
RECOMMENDATION

1  That Council acknowledge the reports presented to tAéport Community Committeeat
its meeting held or28 August 2025

2  That Council determine recommendatior2, 4.1 and 4.3rom the minutes of theAirport
Community Committeaneeting of28 August 2025
3.2¢ Presentation by Dean Brus
That Council review fees/charges for the hangar leases with the proposal by Dean Brus of
$1.00 per sg/m for land outside hanger.
4.1 ¢ Proposalc Naming Entrance Road to the Orange Airport after Jim Hazelton
That the entrance road into the Orange Airport be named Jim Hazelton Drive (road inside
Airport boundary leading to the Terminal).
4.3 ¢ Expression of Interest Membershipg Airport Community Committee
That the Airport Community Committee consider the Expression of Interest for membership
for Brian Wood.

3 That the remainder of the minutes of théirport Community Committegfrom its meeting
held on28 August 202%e adopted.

Page5



/"~ ORANGE INFRASTRUCTURE POLICY COMM
?zfﬁ CITY COUNCIL
7 OCTOBER 20:

2.1 Minutes of the Airport Community Committee Meeting28 August 2025

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS

¢tKS NBO2YYSYyRIGAZ2Y 2F GKAA NBLRNI KIFa 0SSy I a
following comments are provided:

Service/Project Delivery [N

Financial Reduced fees to Council.
Reputation/Political Nil

Environment Nil

Compliance Nil

People & WHS Nil

Information Nil

Technology/Cyber

Security

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

Directors Comment: Item 3.2 Presentation by Dean Brus (That Council review fees/charges for the
hangar leases with the proposal by Dean Brus of $1.00 per sg/m for land outside hanger). It
aK2dzZ R 0SS y240SR GKIFG /2dzyOAfQa CcSSa |yR / KIFNB
airport lease rates in 2015 and adjusted in line with annual changes to Fees and Charges since.

The land outside the hangar does have a benefit to each leaseholder, as its presence negates the
need to have firewalls constructed as part of their hangar construction. Thereby saving on the cost

of constructing hangars.

If Council is of an opinion that it wants to entertain Mr Brus and the Airport Community
Committee recommendation, then | would recommend that a commercial review is well overdue
and should form part of the resolution, prior to agreeing to the rate and advertising for 28 days.

Also noting that any change will also be implemented progressively as leases expire. As a number
of leaseholders have already signed leases agreeing to the current fees and charges, adopted in
June 2025 together with the budget.

ATTACHMENTS

1 Minutes of the Meeting of the Airport Community Committee held on 28 August 2025,
2025/185%,

2 Agenda of the Meeting of the Airport Community Committee held on 28 August 2025,
2025/164%,
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Attachmentl Minutes of the Meeting of the Airport Community Committee held on 28
August 2025

/"~ ORANGE

2~ CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
HELD AT THE ORANGE AIRPORT, AERODROME ROAD, ORANGE
ON 28 AUGUST 2025
COMMENCING AT 5:30 PM

1 INTRODUCTION

ATTENDANCE

Cr Tammy Greenhalgh (Chairperson) (Deputy Mayor), Cr Melanie McDonell (Teams), Cr
Marea Ruddy (Teams), Rohan Williams (Teams), Douglas Brooks, Chris Doucas, John Pullen,
Manager Depot, Airport & Emergency Services

Guest — Dean Brus (Hangar lessee)

1.1 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE

RECOMMENDATION Cr M Ruddy/Mr C Doucas

That the apologies be accepted from Airport Supervisor for the Airport Community
Committee meeting on 28 August 2025.

1.2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

The Chairperson conducted an Acknowledgement of Country.

1.3 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS, SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY
INTERESTS AND LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

Nil

2 PREVIOUS MINUTES

RECOMMENDATION Mr D Brooks/Mr C Doucas

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Airport Community Committee held on 27 March
2025 (copies of which were circulated to all members) be and are hereby confirmed as a
true and accurate record of the proceedings of the Airport Community Committee meeting
held on 27 March 2025.
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/"~ ORANGE AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL
W 28 AUGUST 2025

3 PRESENTATIONS

3.1 CHAIRPERSON PRESENTATION - AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - 27 MARCH
2025

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/1599

RECOMMENDATION Cr M Ruddy/Mr D Brooks

That the Chairperson presentation be noted.

3.2 PROPOSED CHANGE TO FEES AND CHARGES
TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/1600

Dean Brus, who leases hangar spaces, spoke to the Committee.

RECOMMENDATION Cr T Greenhalgh/Cr M Ruddy

That Council review the fees and charges for the hangar leases with the proposal by Dean
Brus of $1.00 per square metre for land outside hanger.

4 GENERAL REPORTS

4.1 PROPOSAL - NAMING ENTRANCE ROAD TO THE ORANGE AIRPORT AFTER JIM
HAZELTON

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/1005

RECOMMENDATION Mr J Pullen/Mr D Brooks

That the entrance road into the Orange Airport be named Jim Hazelton Drive (road inside
Airport boundary leading to the Terminal).

4.2 AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - ACTION PLAN
TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/1522

RECOMMENDATION Mr D Brooks/Mr J Pullen

That the Airport Community Committee consider and discuss items to be included on the
Action Plan.

4.3 EXPRESSION OF INTEREST - MEMBERSHIP - AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/1784

RECOMMENDATION Mr R Williams/Cr M McDonell

That the Expression of Interest for membership received by Brian Wood for the Airport
Community Committee be accepted.

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 6.05PM.
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/">~ ORANGE
CITY COUNCIL

AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

AGENDA
28 AUGUST 2025

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993
that a AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING of ORANGE CITY COUNCIL will be held
in the ORANGE AIRPORT, AERODROME ROAD, ORANGE on Thursday, 28 August 2025
commencing at 5:30 PM.

For apologies please contact Tim Mooney on 6393 8054.
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AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 28 AUGUST 2025
AGENDA

EVACUATION PROCEDURE

In the event of an emergency, the building may be evacuated. You will be required to vacate the building. The
Committee Clerk will now identify the emergency muster point.

Under no circumstances is anyone permitted to re-enter the building until the all clear has been given and the area
deemed safe by authorised personnel.

In the event of an evacuation, a member of Council staff will assist any member of the public with a disability to vacate
the building.

1 INTRODUCTION. ...uitimienmitiiiesssssinisiseesinttsssesssmmmmmesmmemitemmeessssssmmmiiessimesssessss 3
11 Apologies and Leave of ADSENCE .......covevieerieeiiiccieecee e e 3
1.2 Acknowledgement of COUNTIY.......cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 3
13 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and less
than significant non-pecuniary INTErestS.......oocvvieiierieiierecieciere e 3
2 PREVIOUS MINUTES ...ciitiiiiuterisrennersssssensssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssnssssssssssssssssssnssses 3
2.1 Minutes of the Meeting of the Airport Community Committee held on 27
MAECh 2025 4
3 PRESENTATIONS ...cttiiiiieiiiieteesiiiintscnsisasesssssseessssssssnsssessssssesssssssssssssssessassssssasses 7

3.1 Chairperson Presentation - Airport Community Committee - 27 March 20257

3.2 Presentation ... 9
4 GENERAL REPORTS ... iiiiiiieteiirtietiiesssissssssssssseesssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssses 10
4.1 Proposal - Naming Entrance Road to the Orange Airport after Jim Hazelton10
4.2 Airport Community Committee - Action Plan .......c..cccvvvviviiiinecineesiieecinieenns 25
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AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 28 AUGUST 2025

1 INTRODUCTION

MEMBERS

Cr Tammy Greenhalgh (Chairperson) (Deputy Mayor), Cr Melanie McDonell, Cr Marea
Ruddy, Rohan Williams, Douglas Brooks, Chris Doucas, John Pullen, Manager Depot, Airport
& Emergency Services, Airport Supervisor

1.1 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE

1.2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

I would like to acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we meet today,
the people of the Wiradjuri Nation. | pay my respects to Elders past and present, and
extend those respects to Aboriginal Peoples of Orange and surrounds, and Aboriginal people
here with us today.

1.3 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS, SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
AND LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) regulate the way
in which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that
there is no conflict between their private interests and their public role.

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct
or indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the
Council (or Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start
of the meeting and the reasons given for declaring such interest.

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member
who has declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or
voting on that matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.

Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if members have a non-pecuniary conflict of
interest, the nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for
a number of ways in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that Committee Members now disclose any conflicts of interest in
matters under consideration by the Airport Community Committee at this meeting.

2 PREVIOUS MINUTES

RECOMMENDATION

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Airport Community Committee held on 27 March
2025 (copies of which were circulated to all members) be and are hereby confirmed as a
true and accurate records of the proceedings of the Airport Community Committee meeting
held on 27 March 2025.

ATTACHMENTS
1 Minutes of the Meeting of the Airport Community Committee held on 27 March 2025

Page 3
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ORANGE CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE
AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

HELD IN ORANGE AIRPORT, AERODROME ROAD, ORANGE
ON 27 MARCH 2025
COMMENCING AT 5:30 PM

1 INTRODUCTION

ATTENDANCE

Cr Tammy Greenhalgh (Chairperson) (Deputy Mayor)(phone), Cr Marea Ruddy, Rohan
Williams, Douglas Brooks, Chris Doucas, John Pullen, Jack Evans, Manager Depot, Airport &
Emergency Services, Airport Operations Supervisor

Guest: Ken Barber (Orange Aero Club President)

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence

RECOMMENDATION Cr T Greenhalgh/Cr M Ruddy

That the apologies be accepted from Cr Mel McDonell and Jack Evans for the Airport
Community Committee meeting on 27 March 2025,

1.2 Acknowledgement of Country

The Chairperson conducted an Acknowledgement of Country.

1.3 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and less than
significant non-pecuniary interests

Nil.

2 PREVIOUS MINUTES

RECOMMENDATION Cr T Greenhalgh/Mr D Brooks

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Airport Community Committee held on 28 June
2023 (copies of which were circulated to all members) be and are hereby confirmed as a
true and accurate record of the proceedings of the Airport Community Committee meeting
held on 28 June 2023.
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MINUTES OF AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 27 MARCH 2025

3  GENERAL REPORTS

3.1 AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - CHARTER
TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/365

RECOMMENDATION Mr C Doucas/Cr M Ruddy

That the Charter for the Airport Community Committee be adopted.

3.2 AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - 2025 - MEETING DATES & TIMES
TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/366

RECOMMENDATION Mr D Brooks/Mr C Doucas

That the Airport Community Committee meet quarterly at 5.30pm at the Orange Airport for
the remainder of 2025 with the next meeting to be held Thursday 24 July 2025.

3.3 AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - CODE OF CONDUCT
TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/368

RECOMMENDATION Cr M Ruddy/Mr J Pullen

That the Airport Community Committee acknowledge the requirements set by the Code of
Conduct, and members commit to act in accordance with the Code of Conduct at all times
while on Committee/Council business.

3.4 AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - ACTION PLAN
TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/367

RECOMMENDATION Mr R Williams/Cr T Greenhalgh
1 That the Airport Community Committee notes the outgoing Committee’s Action Plan.

2 That the Airport Community Committee consider and discuss items to be included on the
New Action Plan.

3.5 ORANGE REGIONAL AIRPORT MASTER PLAN 2024
TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/371

RECOMMENDATION Mr D Brooks/Cr T Greenhalgh

That the Orange Regional Airport Master Plan October 2024 be acknowledged.

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 6.11PM.
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AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 28 AUGUST 2025

3  PRESENTATIONS

3.1 CHAIRPERSON PRESENTATION - AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - 27 MARCH 2025

The Chairperson, Cr Tammy Greenhalgh will provide an update to the Committee on the
Infrastructure Policy Committee of 6 May 2025 when the last Community Committee minutes
were presented to Council for adoption.

Page 7
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AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 28 AUGUST 2025

3.2 PRESENTATION

Guest speaker — Dean Brus from Orange Helicopters will give a presentation to the Committee
regarding the hangars at the airport.

Page 9
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AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 28 AUGUST 2025

4  GENERAL REPORTS

4.1 PROPOSAL - NAMING ENTRANCE ROAD TO THE ORANGE AIRPORT AFTER JIM HAZELTON
RECORD NUMBER: 2025/1005
AUTHOR: Timothy Mooney, Manager Depot, Airport & Emergency Services

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Council has received correspondence from Mr Wade Mahlo requesting that the entrance road into
the Orange Airport be named in honour of Jim Hazelton as a fitting recognition of his remarkable
achievements and contributions to aviation and the region.

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN

The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “13.3 Provide
opportunities for widespread and quality engagement and, where appropriate, shared decision
making”.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Nil

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS

Nil

RECOMMENDATION

That the entrance road into the Orange Airport be named Jim Hazelton Drive (road inside
Airport boundary leading to the Terminal).

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Consideration has been given to the recommendation’s impact on Council’s service delivery;
image and reputation; political; environmental; health and safety; employees; stakeholders and
project management; and no further implications or risks have been identified.

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

The Airport Community Committee has previously considered this matter, outlined below:

18 May 2022 — Mr Rohan Williams, a member of the Airport Community Committee, submitted a
proposal to rename the Orange Regional Airport in honour of Jim Hazelton.

31 August 2022 - A report including Mr Williams' proposal was considered at the ACC meeting
recommending that the entrance road within the Orange Airport boundary, leading to the
Terminal, be named Jim Hazelton Drive.

The Committee changed the resolution to note the report and refer the matter to a future
meeting for further consideration.

7 December 2022 — A further report was submitted to the ACC, recommending the naming of the
Terminal at Orange Airport as the "Jim Hazelton Terminal". (See attached copy of report that went
to this meeting).

Page 10
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AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 28 AUGUST 2025

4.1 Proposal - Naming Entrance Road to the Orange Airport after Jim Hazelton

28 June 2023 — The ACC was advised that Mr Rohan Williams had requested to temporarily
withdraw his proposal for a memorial to Jim Hazelton, following the recent passing of Max

Hazelton.

ATTACHMENTS

1 Email - Wade Mahlo - Airport Road Renaming, D25/58825

2 Report from 7 December 2022 - Recommending Naming of Terminal as Jim Hazelton

Terminal, D25/58844

Page 11
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Attachment2  Agenda of the Meeting of the Airport Community Committee held on 28
August 2025

AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 28 AUGUST 2025
Attachment1l  Email - Wade Mahlo - Airport Road Renaming

From: Wade Manlo|

Sent: Sunday, April 27, 2025 12:39 pm

To: Tony Mileto

Subject: Proposal to Name the Entrance Road to Orange Airport in Honour of Jim
Hazelton

Dear Tony Mileto

Jim Hazelton made an immense contribution to aviation in Orange and across Australia. | am
writing to suggest that the entrance road into Orange Airport — which, as you would be aware,
currently has no name — be named in his honour, as a fitting recognition of his remarkable
achievements.

As you would know, Sir Jackie Stewart and Dick Smith have been advocating for the airport itself
to be renamed after Jim. While | feel that proposal may not yet have the widespread support
needed to proceed, naming the road leading into the airport would be a significant and
appropriate tribute.

Jim Hazelton played a major role in the development of aviation in the region. He initially
operated out of Pretty Plains and Jack Brabham Park, and was a major driving force behind the
relocation of the airport to its current site. Naming the entrance road after him would be a
lasting and visible way to honour his achievements and acknowledge his influence in shaping
the future of aviation for Orange and beyond.

| respectfully ask that Council give this proposal serious consideration. | would be pleased to
assist in any way should further information or support be required.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Yours sincerely,
Wade Mahlo

Page 12
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AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 28 AUGUST 2025

Attachment 2 Report from 7 December 2022 - Recommending Naming of Terminal as Jim
Hazelton Terminal

AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 7 DECEMBER 2022

3 GENERAL REPORTS

3.1 ORANGE AIRPORT - PROPOSED MEMORIAL FOR JIM HAZELTON
RECORD NUMBER:  2022/2444
AUTHOR: Timothy Mooney, Manager Depot, Airport & Emergency Services

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

At the Airport Community Committee meeting held on 31 August 2022, it was
recommended that Item 4.1 - Proposed Memorial for Jim Hazelton, be referred to the next
meeting of the Airport Community Committee.

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN

The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “13.1.
Support public and private rail, coach and air services”.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Nil

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS

Nil

RECOMMENDATION

That the Terminal at the Orange Airport be named Jim Hazelton Terminal.

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Consideration has been given to the recommendation’s impact on Council’s service delivery;
image and reputation; political; environmental; health and safety; employees; stakeholders
and project management; and no further implications or risks have been identified.

DIRECTOR'S COMMENT

Noting that we already have the Max Hazelton Aero Club and a wall within the public
terminal outlining the contribution of Jim's surviving brother Max, to the commercial
aviation industry, it is appropriate that we recognise Jim's contribution to the general
aviation industry and his adventurous spirit. This proposal, if endorsed by the Committee
and supported by Council, is one way of doing that,

ATTACHMENTS
1 Proposal - Renaming Airport - Jim Hazelton, D22/51948
2 Orange Airport - Memorial - Letters of Support, D22/50935
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AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 28 AUGUST 2025

Attachment 2 Report from 7 December 2022 - Recommending Naming of Terminal as Jim
Hazelton Terminal

AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 7 DECEMBER 2022
Attachment 1 Proposal - Renaming Airport - Jim Hazelton

Wednesday May 18, 2022
Cr ) Evans (Chairperson),
Cr T Greenhalgh,

Cr F Kinghorne,

Cr J Whitton,

Mr Douglas Brooks,

Mr Grant Gill,

Mr Chris Doucas,

Ms Alexandra Rezko,

Mr Brian Wood,

Mr Tim Mooney,

Mr Justin Bannon

Dear Committee,

I'would like to propose that we, the Airport Community Committee, propose a memorial to the great
Jim Hazelton, Jim Hazelton was a pioneer of aviation of various genres in both our local area and the
international aviation theatre. His life and career touched many people who now hold leadership
roles in aviation across the world today.

Please read through my brief summary of his career accompanied by submissions that | have
received in support of such a memorial. | do trust that the gravity of Jim’s contribution to important
develop ts in both aviation and A s p | industries won't be lost on the reader.

Specifically, | propose that we consider renaming the Orange Regional Airport in honour of Jim. |
believe that this would be a very fitting honour to bestow a man who contributed so much our local
area and the wider avi C and its i alike.

“Orange, Jim Hazelton Memorial Airport”

Yours Faithfully,

Rohan Willaims.
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AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 28 AUGUST 2025

Attachment 2 Report from 7 December 2022 - Recommending Naming of Terminal as Jim
Hazelton Terminal

AIRPORT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 7 DECEMBER 2022
Attachment 1 __Proposal - Renaming Airport - Jim Hazelton

-

Jim Hazelton

Born in Cudal on June 21%, 1931, James David (Jim) Hazelton was a country boy from
Toogong. He grew up on the family farm “Willow” and was one of seven children in the
family. Being the youngest, he was given the pet name of “Chick” by his elder sister,
Ruth. Throughout his childhood he was known by that name although he became “Jim”
to all as a young adult.

Due to an adventurous spirit manifesting as a mischievous demeanour, Jim was sent to
be educated at the Walaroi Methodist Boarding School for boys in Orange after he
clashed with a new teacher at the small local school at Toogong. It was during this
period that Jim’s interest in Aviation grew. Inspired by an increasing frequency of
military aircraft over local skies, his brother Bruce's enlistment in the RAAF, and an
impromptu and unauthorised display over town by the RAAF trainers from Temora, Jim
became mesmerised by all things aviation.

During his final year attending Walaroi College, Jim, at the age of just 15 years, began his
initial flying training with the Orange Aero Club (then a branch of the Newcastle Aero
Club) at the old Bloomfield Aerodrome. He had been taken for a joy flight in a CAC
Wackett trainer by Orange local, Greg Barrett, and became completely infatuated with

§ the idea of flying. During his training, Jim also worked for the club keeping the books,
refuelling aircraft, and maintaining flight records.

Contrary to his days at school, Jim was the model student pilot and progressed well
throughout his training. He trained predominantly in De Havilland DH-82 Tiger Moth
aircraft although also spent time in Auster |5 and Avro 643 Cadet aircraft. At the
conclusion of his training he was sent by his Chief Flight Instructor, George Campbell, to
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Bankstown Airport where he would undertake both his commercial flight test as well as
the test for his Instructor Rating. His flight iner at Bank was Reginald Ansett
(Later, Sir Reginald Ansett).

Upon gaining his Commercial License and Instructor Rating, Jim was employed as an
instructor at the Bloomfield Aerodrome with the Newcastle Aero Club. He made a name
for himself as good instructor who was strict with standards but affable in character.
Interestingly, among his many students were three of his own brothers, Bruce, Max, and
Kerry.

Jim instructed with the Newcastle Aero Club for approximately two years before
embarking on a new business venture, an air charter service between Mackay, QLD, and
Lindeman Island. This business venture was short-lived as Jim returned home suddenly
to join the search for his brother, Max, who had crashed his Auster Aircraft in the Blue
M ona flightb Banl and Toogong. Max Ily walked out of
the bush six days later after a gruelling ordeal in mountainous terrain.

Jim then decided to remain in his home area and joined Max in the air taxi business that
had recently been launched. This involved newspaper runs and charter flights in their
Auster aircraft. However, during their search for a replacement for the Auster that Max
had crashed in the Blue Mountains, the two brothers discovered the new model Cessna
aircraft, the Cessna C180.

The Cessna C180 was a revolutionary aircraft at that time and opened far greater
opportunities than the older aircraft models allowed. It was soon decided that the two
brothers would delve into the then
fledgling industry of aerial
agriculture. With Australia’s wool
industry booming and the
overwhelming demand for the
spreading of superphosphate
fertiliser throughout the pastoral
areas, it was decided to offer their
services in this field.

This new venture proved to be
insatiably demanding. The
Hazelton brothers increased their
flying exponentially, principally on
spreading operations while also
still offering their original air taxi
service. Such services also included
special humanitarian relief efforts
such as the dropping of fodder to stranded livestock during floods.

It was soon decided that a line be drawn north to south through the city of Orange and
Max would service everything west of that line while Jim looked after everything to the
east. This model eventually saw the mutually amicable separation into two separate
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