
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGIONAL & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

AGENDA 
 

6 MAY 2025 
 
 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
that a REGIONAL & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING of ORANGE 
CITY COUNCIL will be held in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, 
ORANGE on  Tuesday, 6 May 2025. 

 
 

David Waddell 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

For apologies please contact Executive Support on 6393 8391. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS, SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND 
LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) regulate the way in 
which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there is no 
conflict between their private interests and their public role.  

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct or 
indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the Council (or 
Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start of the meeting 
and the reasons given for declaring such interest.  

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member who has 
declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or voting on that 
matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.  

Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if members have a non-pecuniary conflict of interest, the 
nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for a number of ways 
in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Committee Members now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters 
under consideration by the Regional & Economic Development Policy Committee at this meeting.  
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2 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

2.1 MINUTES FROM THE CLIFTON GROVE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING 27 MARCH 2025  

RECORD NUMBER: 2025/769 
AUTHOR: Sophie Currenti, Engagement Officer      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Clifton Grove Community Committee met on 27 March 2025. The recommendations from the 
Committee are provided to the Regional & Economic Development Policy Committee for adoption. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “15.3. 
Provide opportunities for widespread and quality engagement, and where appropriate, shared 
decision making”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 That Council acknowledge the reports presented to the Clifton Grove Community 
Committee at its meeting held on 27 March 2025. 

2 That Council determine recommendations 3.2 from the minutes of the Clifton Grove 
Community Committee meeting of 27 March 2025. 

 3.2 
 That the Charter for the Clifton Grove Community Committee be adopted with the 

following: 

• Quorum of three (3) Community Members plus the Chairperson 

• Quarterly Meeting cycle  

3 That the remainder of the minutes of the Clifton Grove Community Committee from its 
meeting held on 27 March 2025 be adopted. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Consideration has been given to the recommendation’s impact on Council’s service delivery; 
image and reputation; political; environmental; health and safety; employees; stakeholders and 
project management; and no further implications or risks have been identified. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1 CGCC 27 March 2025 Minutes  
2 CGCC Agenda 27 March 2025, D25/31896⇩  
3 FOR ADOPTION - CGCC Charter, D24/120093⇩  
  



 

 

 

ORANGE CITY COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE 

CLIFTON GROVE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
HELD IN COUNCILLORS WORKROOM, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, ORANGE 

ON 27 MARCH 2025 

COMMENCING AT 5:30 PM 

 

 1 INTRODUCTION 

ATTENDANCE 

Cr Frances Kinghorne (Chairperson), Cr Steven Peterson, Rob Nevins, Jim Whittaker, Peter 
Reid, Peter West, Shelley Taylor-Paix, Alex Butt, Manager Communications and Engagement, 
Engagement Lead, Engagement Officer 

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence 

 

RESOLVED   Cr F Kinghorne/Member R Nevins  

That the apologies be accepted from Chris Doucas and Matthew Chisholm for the Clifton 
Grove Community Committee meeting on 27 March 2025. 

1.2 Acknowledgement of Country 

The Chairperson conducted an Acknowledgement of Country. 

1.3 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and less than 
significant non-pecuniary interests  

Nil. 

2 PREVIOUS MINUTES 

RESOLVED   Member R Nevins/Member P Reid  

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Clifton Grove Community Committee held on 18 July 
2024 (copies of which were circulated to all members) be and are hereby confirmed as a 
true and accurate record of the proceedings of the Clifton Grove Community Committee 
meeting held on 18 July 2024. 
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3 GENERAL REPORTS 

3.1 CLIFTON GROVE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - CODE OF CONDUCT 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/458 

RECOMMENDATION Member A Butt/Member S  Taylor-Paix 

That the Clifton Grove Community Committee acknowledge the requirements set by the 
Code of Conduct, and members commit to act in accordance with the Code of Conduct at all 
times while on Committee/Council business. 

 

3.2 CLIFTON GROVE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - CHARTER 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/461 

The Clifton Grove Community Committee agreed on the Quorum being three members, the 
Chair and appropriate OCC staff members. 

The committee also agreed that meetings shall be held quarterly on Thursdays at 5:30pm. 

RECOMMENDATION       Member P Reid/Member P West 

That the Charter for the Clifton Grove Community Committee be adopted with the 
following: 

• Quorum - 3 Members plus the Chairperson 

• Quarterly Meeting cycle 

 

3.3 CLIFTON GROVE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE – 2025 MEETING DATES & TIMES 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/464 

As per agreement of the charter, the committee agreed that meetings will be held quarterly 
on Thursdays at 5:30pm. 2025 meeting dates are to be March (current), June, September 
and December (early considering Christmas break). Discussed that it is acceptable if meeting 
invites are sent a month before/beginning of the month.  

RECOMMENDATION Member A Butt/Member S Taylor-Paix  

That the Clifton Grove Community Committee set meeting dates for June, September and 
December for a Thursday at 5.30pm. 

 

3.4 CLIFTON GROVE COMMUNITY OPEN DAY – RAW DATA 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/453 

• The committee discussed the prevalence of blackberries and also raised concerns of St 
John’s wort weed 

• The committee decided that they would take the open day raw data to review and come 
back to the next meeting to set priorities. Clerk to distribute via email. 

• The committee discussed the role of the master plan versus the action plan.   
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RECOMMENDATION Cr F Kinghorne/Member J Whittaker 
1. That members of the Clifton Grove Community Committee review and note the data that 

came from the 2024 Community Open Day. 
2. That the Committee Clerk follows up on creek the crossing fix up noting mention of a 

potential offer from RFS to fix spot in the past. 
3. That the Committee Clerk follows up on creek crossing under a willow tree (near 

dam/Brumbys Run in reserve) that committee members say may need a pipe for 
drainage . 

4. That the Committee Clerk post on the Clifton Grove community Facebook Page, the raw 
data from the Community Open Day held in 2024 and post an update following the 
meeting. 

5. That the Committee Clerk sends the Clifton Grove Master Plan to all members via email 
to review.  

 

3.5 REMOVAL OF TREES NEAR ROADWAY 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/440 

• Committee discussed the three trees (a wattle, apple and a native) that are located at the 
entrance of the bridle path on Coolabah Drive. It was reported that the trees create 
awkward access for a large vehicle to enter as it does not work with the existing culvert 
as it narrows the access. They stated that they need removing and in conjunction with 
the bridle paths overgrown vegetation it creates a significant fire hazard and safety 
hazard.  

• During the discussion of the trees, a few other trees along the curve of The Billabong 
were brought to the attention of the committee.  

RECOMMENDATION Member A Butt/Member R Nevins 
1. That the Committee Clerk seek information on the possibility of tree removal at the 

entrance of the bridle path on Coolabah Drive with Council crews, as well as the upgrade 
of the current gate to a slightly larger one (4m). 

2. That the Committee Clerk seek information on the trees along the curve of The Billabong 
and whether the obstruction hazard warrants their removal with Council crews. 
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3.6 BLACKBERRY CONTROL CONCERNS 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/439 

• Reserve is particularly problematic according to committee members.  

• Committee interested in knowing if drones can be used again to spray problem areas. 

• Alex Butt shared information on insect used to combat weeds. Committee Clerk to share 
with Council crews for comment. Peter West will also assist with gathering information 
on this. 

RECOMMENDATION Member R Nevins/Member S Taylor-Paix 
1. That the Clerk to investigate Natural Resources team capacity to increase weed spraying 

out at Clifton Grove. 
2. That the Committee Clerk obtains information on whether Council issues control warning 

notices to residents and if so, provide information to the committee on how many are 
issued.  

3. That the Committee Clerk provide a map of Clifton Grove for Members to provide details 
of problem weed areas. 

 

3.7 CLIFTON GROVE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ACTION PLAN 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/465 

• Seek information on Agistments on Council property 

• Provide Mud Hut user info to Peter West and include as a discussion item for next 
meeting. 

• Seek information on when roads in Clifton Grove are set to be resurfaced and report back 
to next meeting. To confirm if testing has been done out in Clifton Grove recently. 

• Review the condition of the welcome sign log. 

• Seek information on the pull-in area line marking. Further work may be needed. 
Committee agreed that at a minimum the first 3 spaces should be hatched out. 

• Seek information on whether signage can be installed on Ophir Road, to warn drivers of 
how sharp bend onto Banjo Paterson Way is. 

• Finalise plan for pull-in area and list materials. Up-light new welcome sign. Bring back to 
committee for review before proceeding. Noted that planting will not take place until 
after winter, based on advice from Councils Manager City Presentation. 

• Welcome sign design adopted. 

• Seek information on MLAK key on toilet at Mud Hut, as suggested by Cr Peterson. 

RECOMMENDATION Member A Butt/Member J Whittaker 

1. That the Clifton Grove Community Committee notes the outgoing Committee’s Action 
Plan. 

2. That the Clifton Grove Community Committee add the items discussed to the New Action 
Plan. 

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 6:57 PM. 
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2.2 MINUTES OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE HELD 2 APRIL 2025 

RECORD NUMBER: 2025/580 
AUTHOR: Tony Boland, Industry & Business Engagement Lead      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The new Economic Development Community Committee held its first meeting on 02 April 2025. 
The minutes are attached for the Committee’s consideration. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “13.4. 
Enhance opportunities for local business to grow and prosper”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 That Council acknowledge the reports presented to the Economic Development 
Community Committee at its meeting held on 2 April 2025. 

2 That Council determine recommendations 3.2 & 3.4 from the minutes of the Economic 
Development Community Committee meeting of 2 April 2025. 
3.2 That the Charter for the Economic Development Community Committee be adopted 

noting the change in meeting cycle from quarterly to bi-monthly (every 2 months). 
3.4(1)  That Council Acknowledge the report from the Orange Rail Action Group (ORAG). 
3.4.(2) That Council continues to support ORAG in its lobbying for overnight stabling of a 

seamless passenger train service to Sydney, and rail infrastructure upgrades aimed 
at delivering faster rail and shorter travel times. 

3.4(3) That Council continue to lobby the Central NSW Joint Organisation to support calls 
for improved passenger and freight rail services, and faster rail to the Central West. 

3.4(4)  That Council Lobby the Minister for Regional Transport and Roads, The Honourable 
Jenny Aitchison MP and the Minister for Regional NSW and the Minister for 
Western NSW, the Honourable Tara Moriarty MLC to extend the Bathurst Bullet to 
Orange and stable the train overnight in Orange. 

3.4(5)  That Council Lobby our local member, Mr Phil Donato, to encourage him to keep 
lobbying both ministers to get the Bullet stabled in Orange. 

3 That the remainder of the minutes of the Economic Development Community Committee 
from its meeting held on 2 April 2025 be adopted. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Consideration has been given to the recommendation’s impact on Council’s service delivery; 
image and reputation; political; environmental; health and safety; employees; stakeholders and 
project management; and no further implications or risks have been identified. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
1 EDCC 2 April 2025 Minutes  
2 EDCC 2 April 2025 Agenda, D25/38757⇩  
3 FOR ADOPTION - EDCC Charter, D24/120097⇩  
  



 

 

 

ORANGE CITY COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
HELD IN COUNCILLORS WORKROOM, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, ORANGE 

ON 2 APRIL 2025 

COMMENCING AT 8:02 AM 

 

 1 INTRODUCTION 

ATTENDANCE 

Cr Frances Kinghorne (Chairperson), Cr Tony Mileto (Mayor), Cr Tammy Greenhalgh (Deputy 
Mayor) via Teams, Cr Melanie McDonell via Teams, Cr Graeme Judge, Cr Marea Ruddy, 
Reginald Kidd via Teams, Gary Norton, Michael Banks, Russell Tym, Catherine Lawrence, 
Julia Andrews, Pete Morrison, Ben Chiarella, Kellie Pickering, Luke Knight, Ricky Puata, Josh 
Gordon, Director Corporate and Commercial Services, Manager Economic Development, 
Industry & Business Engagement Lead, Economic Development Projects Lead. 

 

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence 

 

RESOLVED   Member R Kidd/Member R Tym  

That the apologies be accepted from Jack Evans and Amy Gormly for the Economic 
Development Community Committee meeting on 2 April 2025. 

1.2 Acknowledgement of Country 

The Chairperson conducted an Acknowledgement of Country. 

1.3 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and less than 
significant non-pecuniary interests  

Nil. 

2 PREVIOUS MINUTES 

RESOLVED   Member R Kidd/Member R Tym  

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Economic Development Community Committee held 
on 3 July 2024 (copies of which were circulated to all members) be and are hereby 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings of the Economic Development 
Community Committee meeting held on 3 July 2024. 
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3 GENERAL REPORTS 

3.1 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - CODE OF CONDUCT 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/349 

RECOMMENDATION Member G Norton/Cr M Ruddy 

That the Economic Development Community Committee acknowledge the requirements set 
by the Code of Conduct, and members commit to act in accordance with the Code of 
Conduct at all times while on Committee/Council business. 

 

3.2 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - CHARTER 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/355 

RECOMMENDATION Member R Kidd/Member J Andrews 

That the Charter for the Economic Development Community Committee be adopted noting 
the change in meeting cycle from quarterly to bi-monthly (every 2 months). 

 

3.3 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - 2025 MEETING DATES & 
TIMES 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/356 

RECOMMENDATION Cr M Ruddy/Cr G Judge 

That the Economic Development Community Committee note the meeting dates, times and 
locations for the remainder of 2025. 
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3.4 ORANGE RAIL ACTION GROUP UPDATE 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/344 

The Committee suggested that ORAG be asked to assist in lobbying for the reinstatement of 
the rail siding from East Fork to Ash Street as industrial organisations, current and future, 
can utilise this to distribute nationally rather than road transport to Parkes to change to rail. 

RECOMMENDATION Cr M Ruddy/Member J Andrews 
1. That Council Acknowledge the report from the Orange Rail Action Group (ORAG). 
2. That Council continue to support ORAG in its lobbying for overnight stabling of a 

seamless passenger train service to Sydney, and rail infrastructure upgrades aimed at 
delivering faster rail and shorter travel times. 

3. That Council continue to lobby the Central NSW Joint Organisation to support calls for 
improved passenger and freight rail services, and faster rail to the Central West. 

4. That Council Lobby the Minister for Regional Transport and Roads, The Honourable 
Jenny Aitchison MP and the Minister for Regional NSW and the Minister for Western 
NSW, the Honourable Tara Moriarty MLC to extend the Bathurst Bullet to Orange and 
stable the train overnight in Orange. 

5. That Council Lobby our local member, Mr Phil Donato, to encourage him to keep 
lobbying both ministers to get the Bullet stabled in Orange. 

 
 

3.5 2025 CBD AUDIT 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/342 

The Committee discussion suggested a targeted vacancy rate of less than 10% is desirable. 
The report was presented as an outline of the current state of shop vacancies, but not an 
analysis on underlying causes due the many contributing factors (cost of living, business 
conditions, interest rates etc). Committee is interested in discussion with leasing agents and 
landlords to get some insights into reasons 
A Committee suggestion to focus on reducing Summer St vacancies is to explore the 
feasibility of Council subsidising a vacant shop front to support new businesses. 

RECOMMENDATION Member R Kidd/Member R Tym 

That the Committee acknowledge the report on the CBD Audit and provide feedback to 
staff.  

  



MINUTES OF REGIONAL & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT POLICY COMMITTEE  6 MAY 2025 

Page 34 

 

3.6 RETAIL POD REVIEW 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/473 

There was agreement from the Committee that the current location isn’t ideal and the pods 
in their current position are unlikely to stimulate enough activity to enable a business to 
graduate to Summer St. However, the pods are a great asset that could be used to activate 
strategic areas of the CBD. 

RECOMMENDATION Member B Chiarella/Cr M Ruddy 

That the Committee acknowledge the report on the retail pod review and provide feedback 
to staff. 

 
 
 

3.7 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ACTION PLAN 2025 - 2028 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/357 

Committee noted there has been an improvement in DA processing times recently. 
Committee noted that in local housing industry, the supply side of builders/construction not 
an issue, but complex approval processes and lack of suitable land is a limiting factor. 
A member noted that there would be value in identifying if Orange is experiencing trunk 
infrastructure constraints 
Committee noted the need for better materials to attract residents, but noted the ongoing 
issue around affordable housing childcare etc and the need to be balanced in attraction 
techniques. 

RECOMMENDATION Cr F Kinghorne/Cr M Ruddy 

1. That the outgoing Economic Development Community Committee Action Plan be noted. 

2. That the Economic Development Community Committee consider and discuss items to be 
included on the New Action Plan. 

 

  

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.31AM 
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2.3 MINUTES OF THE LUCKNOW COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING 3 APRIL 2025 

RECORD NUMBER: 2025/771 
AUTHOR: Sophie Currenti, Engagement Officer      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Lucknow Community Committee met on 3 April 2025. The recommendations from the 
Committee are provided to the Regional & Economic Development Policy Committee for adoption. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “15.3. 
Provide opportunities for widespread and quality engagement, and where appropriate, shared 
decision making”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil  

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil  

RECOMMENDATION 

1 That Council acknowledge the reports presented to the Lucknow Community Committee at 
its meeting held on 3 April 2025. 

2 That Council determine recommendations 3.2 from the minutes of the Lucknow 
Community Committee meeting of 3 April 2025. 
3.2  

 That the Charter for the Lucknow Community Committee be adopted with the following: 

• Membership – decrease the number of Councillors from three to two  

• Quorum of three Community Members plus the Chairperson 

• Quarterly Meeting cycle 

3 That the remainder of the minutes of the Lucknow Community Committee from its 
meeting held on 3 April 2025 be adopted. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Consideration has been given to the recommendation’s impact on Council’s service delivery; 
image and reputation; political; environmental; health and safety; employees; stakeholders and 
project management; and no further implications or risks have been identified. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 LCC 3 April 2025 Minutes  
2 LCC Agenda 3 April 2025, D25/34524⇩  
3 FOR ADOPTION - LCC Charter, D24/120104⇩  
  



 

 

 

ORANGE CITY COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE 

LUCKNOW COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
HELD IN LUCKNOW COMMUNITY HALL, LUCKNOW 

ON 3 APRIL 2025 

COMMENCING AT 5:30 PM 

 

 1 INTRODUCTION 

ATTENDANCE 

Cr Melanie McDonell (Chairperson), Barbara Bloomfield, Edward Mackinney, Brett Beasley, 
Laurence Mockler, Laga Van Beek, Bruce Heinrich, Manager Communications and 
Engagement, Engagement Lead, Engagement Officer 

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence 

 

RESOLVED   Member B Bloomfield/Member E Mackinney  

That the apologies be accepted from Cr Tammy Greenhalgh, Anne Beasley and Michael 
Everett, for the Lucknow Community Committee meeting on 3 April 2025.  

1.2 Acknowledgement of Country 

The Chairperson conducted an Acknowledgement of Country. 

1.3 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and less than 
significant non-pecuniary interests  

Nil. 

2 PREVIOUS MINUTES 

RESOLVED   Member B Bloomfield/Member E Mackinney  

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Lucknow Community Committee held on 11 July 
2024 (copies of which were circulated to all members) be and are hereby confirmed as a 
true and accurate record of the proceedings of the Lucknow Community Committee 
meeting held on 11 July 2024. 
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3 GENERAL REPORTS 

3.1 LUCKNOW COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - CODE OF CONDUCT 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/459 

RECOMMENDATION  Member B Heinrich/Member B Bloomfield  

That the Lucknow Community Committee acknowledges the requirements set by the Code 
of Conduct, and members commit to act in accordance with the Code of Conduct at all times 
while on Committee/Council business. 

 

3.2 LUCKNOW COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - CHARTER 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/462 

The Lucknow Community Committee agreed on the quorum being three members, the Chair 
(one Councillor) and one OCC staff member.  
The Chair noted that the “Membership” needs to be updated to state two councillors and 
not three.  
The Committee agreed that meetings shall be held quarterly. The Committee also discussed 
‘other’ things, like incidental general business matters and how they will be dealt with.  
One Committee member asked about the term of Committee – to confirm that it is aligned 
with the term of Council and not yearly. 

RECOMMENDATION  Member B Beasley/Member L Mockler  

That the Charter for the Lucknow Community Committee be adopted with the following: 

• Membership: changed to two not three Councillors 

• Quorum - 3 members plus the Chairperson 

• Quarterly Meeting cycle 

 

3.3 LUCKNOW COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - 2025 MEETING DATES & TIMES 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/466 

As per agreement of the charter, the committee agreed that meetings will be held quarterly 
on Thursdays at 5:30pm. 2025 meeting dates are to be March (current), June, September 
and December (early considering Christmas break). Committee Clerk to advise of exact 
dates in the coming few weeks. 

RECOMMENDATION  Member B Bloomfield/Member E Mackinney  

That the Lucknow Community Committee set meeting dates, times and locations for the 
remainder of 2025. 
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3.4 BLACKBERRY GROWTH 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/515 

The Committee discussed the blackberries currently growing on Council land adjoining 
Fredrick Valley Creek, behind Larder & Home. The Committee recommends prioritising the 
area to spray in the next 3-4 weeks to OCC weed crews. 
A committee member also raised concerns regarding a large bush that was overgrown 
outside the community hall that is blocking a pathway and asked if it could also be dealt 
with, especially before the upcoming federal election given that’s where voting occurs. 
Plantings around entrance signs also need pruning.  

RECOMMENDATION  Member B Bloomfield/Member B Beasley  

That the Committee Clerk follows up on both matters with appropriate Council Crews to 
clarify if weed spraying and bush pruning can occur.  

 

3.5 LUCKNOW COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ACTION PLAN 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/469 

• The Committee Clerk to circulate the urban street tree strategy to committee 
members. 

• The Committee clerk to share the objectives of the committee for landscaping with 
parks and gardens crew to get an aerial landscaping plan/design to bring back to 
committee i.e. soften the edges, create a village feel (noting that business exposure is 
to remain).  

• The Committee agreed to get an agenda item to the parks/trees/waterway committee 
to gather their opinions on the above. Committee agreed that while asbestos may 
make it difficult to do some things, there will almost always be a way to make things 
happen (i.e. planting trees in raised garden beds instead of digging poles to plant). 

• The Committee discussed the current pothole outside the skin shop. Clerk to raise this 
with the relevant Council Road crew. 

• The Committee discussed the entrance sign and asked for it to be tidied up/pruned. 
Clerk to raise this with the relevant Council crew.  

• The Committee discussed the opportunity for a pedestrian refuge where Council staff 
updated on TfNSW’s standpoint. The Committee recommended that Council make a 
formal submission to TfNSW to investigate and recommend the feasibility of a safe 
refuge crossing across Mitchell Highway. 

• The Committee discussed the flashing speed signs as told by TfNSW is not a possible 
option due to cost. As a result of conversations with TfNSW, Council staff shared with 
the committee that Lucknow has been flagged as an ideal location to trial 
new/different signage/road markings. The Committee agreed that they would like a 
letter of support be sent to TfNSW from the Chair Cr McDonell welcoming the 
opportunity to have Lucknow as a pilot for the new signage/road markings.  

• The Committee discussed the pathway that was created on the northern side of the 
highway. Committee Clerk to raise this with the relevant Council crew for 
repairs/maintenance.  

• The Committee Clerk to clarify why draft minutes cannot be shared with committee 
members before going to Council for adoption, with Governance Manager. 

• The Committee discussed the ‘no stopping’ signs item and the clerk is to get the 
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Lucknow Skinshop’s opinion on the no stopping area and to put to Traffic Committee 
with recommendation from committee to install. 

• To clarify the other no stopping area near Darcy’s Oldwares with Member Bloomfield.  

RECOMMENDATION  Member L Mockler/Member B Bloomfield  
1. That the Lucknow Community Committee reviews the outgoing Committee’s Action Plan. 
2. That the Lucknow Community Committee items discussed be included on the New Action 

Plan as required. 
3. That Council make a formal submission to TfNSW to investigate and recommend the 

feasibility of a safe refuge crossing across Mitchell Highway. 
4. That a letter of support be sent to TfNSW from the Chairperson Cr McDonell welcoming 

the opportunity to have Lucknow as a pilot for the new signage/road markings.  

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 6:55 PM. 
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2.4 MINUTES OF SPRING HILL COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETING 8 APRIL 2025 

RECORD NUMBER: 2025/772 
AUTHOR: Sophie Currenti, Engagement Officer      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Spring Hill Community Committee met on 8 April 2025. The recommendations from the 
Committee are provided to the Regional & Economic Development Policy Committee for adoption. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “15.3. 
Provide opportunities for widespread and quality engagement, and where appropriate, shared 
decision making”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

RECOMMENDATION 

1 That Council acknowledge the reports presented to the Spring Hill Community Committee 
at its meeting held on 8 April 2025. 

2 That Council determine recommendations 3.2 from the minutes of the Spring Hill 
Community Committee meeting of 8 April 2025. 

 3.2 
 That the Charter for the Spring Hill Community Committee be adopted with the following: 

• Quorum of three Community Members plus the Chairperson  

• Quarterly Meeting cycle 
 3 That the remainder of the minutes of the Spring Hill Community Committee from its 

meeting held on 8 April 2025 be adopted. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Consideration has been given to the recommendation’s impact on Council’s service delivery; 
image and reputation; political; environmental; health and safety; employees; stakeholders and 
project management; and no further implications or risks have been identified. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 SHCC 8 April 2025 Minutes  
2 SHCC Agenda 8 April 2025, D25/43277⇩  
3 FOR ADOPTION - SHCC Charter, D24/120118⇩  
  



 

 

 

ORANGE CITY COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE 

SPRING HILL COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
HELD IN SPRING HILL COMMUNITY HALL, SPRING HILL 

ON 8 APRIL 2025 

COMMENCING AT 5:30 PM 

 

 1 INTRODUCTION 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Cr Marea Ruddy (Chairperson), Cr Tony Mileto (Mayor), Cr Melanie McDonell, Terri 
Newman, Narelle Hooper, Colleen Hansen, Tracey Huysmans, Manager Communications 
and Engagement, Engagement Lead, Engagement Officer. 

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence 

 

RESOLVED   Cr M Ruddy/Member T Newman  

That the apologies be accepted from Catherine Garnon for the Spring Hill Community 
Committee meeting on 8 April 2025.  

1.2 Acknowledgement of Country 

The Chairperson conducted an Acknowledgement of Country. 

1.3 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and less than 
significant non-pecuniary interests  

Nil. 

2 PREVIOUS MINUTES 

RESOLVED   Member C Hansen/Member T Newman  

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Spring Hill Community Committee held on 27 June 
2024 (copies of which were circulated to all members) be and are hereby confirmed as a 
true and accurate record of the proceedings of the Spring Hill Community Committee 
meeting held on 27 June 2024. 
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3 GENERAL REPORTS 

3.1 SPRING HILL COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - CODE OF CONDUCT 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/460 

RECOMMENDATION Member C Hansen/Member T Newman 

That the Spring Hill Community Committee acknowledges the requirements set by the Code 
of Conduct, and members commit to act in accordance with the Code of Conduct at all times 
while on Committee/Council business. 

 

3.2 SPRING HILL COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - CHARTER 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/463 

The Spring Hill Community Committee agreed on the quorum being three members, the 
Chair (one Councillor) and one OCC staff member.  

The Committee agreed that meetings shall be held quarterly. 

RECOMMENDATION Member T Newman/Member C Hansen 

That the Charter for the Spring Hill Community Committee be adopted with the following: 

• Quorum - 3 Members plus the Chairperson 

• Quarterly Meeting cycle 

 

3.3 SPRING HILL COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - 2025 MEETING DATES & TIMES 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/467 

The committee agreed that meetings will be held quarterly on Tuesdays at 5:30pm at the 
Spring Hill Community Hall. The 2025 meeting dates are to be April (current), June, 
September and December (early considering Christmas break). Committee Clerk to circulate 
meeting dates in the coming weeks).  

RECOMMENDATION Member C Hansen/Member T Newman 

That the Spring Hill Community Committee set meeting dates, times and locations for the 
remainder of 2025. 

 

3.4 COMMITTEE MEMBER DISCUSSION ITEMS 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/576 

The committee discussed the following items and added to the action plan where 
appropriate: 

- Footpaths/walking trails/opportunities to develop nature walk tracks  
- EV fast charging station for spring hill   
- Improved heritage trail markings signage – to be covered under (signage/wayfinding) 
- Early childcare  
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RECOMMENDATION Cr M Ruddy/Member C Hansen 

That the committee discussed the items and decided on a course of action for each and 
referred to action plan.  

 

3.5 SPRING HILL COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ACTION PLAN 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2025/470 

- Committee discussed the existing safety item of speed control – The Committee 
Clerk will put a proposition to the traffic committee asking for 40kmh speed limit 
enforcements in SH. 

- Committee discussed the existing safety item of lighting. Committee Clerk to liaise 
with OCC Staff as to whether additional lighting can be installed (streets and in Alf 
Read Park) and costs involved. Sensored, solar powered lights preferred.  

- Committee discussed the exciting news of the imminent new playground in Alf Read 
Park. Clerk is to update Committee on timelines once known.  

- Committee discussed the maintenance required to the Temperance Hall - Committee 
Clerk to get two quotes for works (one for woodwork works and one including 
changing the colour of the archways. Committee Clerk to liaise with Councils 
Heritage Officer (also look at heritage grants). In addition, the Clerk will get crews to 
look at the current mouldy leak within the hall.  

- Committee discussed plans of Iron Duke Rest Stop – resolved to proceed with the 
UGL application as per the plan drawn in the meeting (including 2x including 
shelters, landscaping, signage, flag poles (banners), additional fencing). Committee 
clerk to update committee on plan and prices as per detailed in the Action Plan.  

- Committee discussed the Worboys St dip and moved to not get the street upgraded 
with kerb and gutter and to leave as is (keep village feel). Committee Clerk to pass 
this onto OCC Works Manager. 

- Committee discussed adding the item of walking trails to the action plan being the 
installation of a walking trail around town and the recreational ground. It was 
discussed as both an amenity issue and a safety issue. The committee agreed it 
would be ideal to get a complete plan drawn up where the trail would go as well as 
prices involved. The Committee Clerk is to circulate the Active Travel Strategy as this 
plan could fall under that strategy and allow for members to make 
comments/submissions.  

- Committee discussed the adding of another item being the installation of an EV 
charging station. Committee Clerk to liaise with OCC Sustainability Officer to 
investigate the feasibility and process involved.  

- Committee also discussed adding another item being an early childcare centre in 
Spring Hill. Committee Clerk to investigate the latest on an early childcare 
centre/putting feeler out to broader community. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

1. Acknowledge that the Spring Hill Community Committee reviewed the outgoing 
Committee’s Action Plan. 

2. That the Spring Hill Community Committee updated the New Action Plan. 

3. That the Spring Hill Community Committee support a reduction in the speed limit in the 
village to 40km/h and refer the matter the City Of Orange Traffic Committee for 
consideration. 

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 6:52PM. 
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