
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECREATION & CULTURE POLICY 
COMMITTEE 

 

AGENDA 
 

4 MARCH 2025 
 
 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
that a RECREATION & CULTURE POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING of ORANGE CITY COUNCIL 
will be held in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, ORANGE on  Tuesday, 
4 March 2025. 

 
 

David Waddell 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

For apologies please contact Executive Support on 6393 8391. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS, SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND 
LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) regulate the way in 
which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that there is no 
conflict between their private interests and their public role.  

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct or 
indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the Council (or 
Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start of the meeting 
and the reasons given for declaring such interest.  

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member who has 
declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or voting on that 
matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.  

Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if members have a non-pecuniary conflict of interest, the 
nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for a number of ways 
in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Committee Members now disclose any conflicts of interest in matters 
under consideration by the Recreation & Culture Policy Committee at this meeting.  
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2 GENERAL REPORTS 

2.1 MEMBERSHIP - ARTS OUT WEST 

RECORD NUMBER: 2025/239 
AUTHOR: Scott Maunder, Director Community, Recreation and Cultural Services      
  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Arts OutWest “AOW” was formed in 1974 and celebrated 50 years in the Central West in 2024. A 
history can be found at https://artsoutwest.org.au/history/. 

As described on AOW’s website:  

“AOW offers support to individuals, organisations, businesses, community groups, councils and 
others living in or making creative work in the NSW Central West. Our core services are generally 
free. We also develop, partner or support regional projects. 

Our services are typically free for those living or creating work in our geographic footprint: 
Bathurst Region, Blayney, Cabonne, Cowra, Forbes, Lachlan, Lithgow, Mid-Western Region, 
Oberon, Orange, Parkes and Weddin shires.” 

From the Late 1990’s Orange City Council has contributed financially to the operation of AOW 
except for a period in the early 2000’s where financial records indicate a payment was not made 
for 5 years. 

Orange City Council’s participation in AOW is governed by a memorandum of understanding. The 
current agreement expired on 31 December 2024. Council has been asked to enter into a new 
agreement for the period 1 January 2025 to 31 December 2028. 

The annual cost is $0.70 per capita which translates to approximately $31,000 per annum 
excluding gst. The cost has been shared between the Library, Gallery, Theatre and City Events 
budget. 

 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “4.1.  A broad 
range of creative and cultural facilities, services and programs that meet community needs”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil  

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Orange City Council determine the future membership of Arts OutWest 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Consideration has been given to the recommendation’s impact on Council’s service delivery; 
image and reputation; political; environmental; health and safety; employees; stakeholders and 
project management; and no further implications or risks have been identified. 

https://artsoutwest.org.au/history/
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
The Annual Income reported for the year 2023 was $839,500 with expenditure of $751,600. Local 
government contributions were $142,000. Participating Councils were Bathurst Region, Blayney, 
Cabonne, Cowra, Forbes, Lachlan, Lithgow, Mid-Western Region, Oberon, Orange, Parkes and 
Weddin. 
 
The AOW model of operations focuses on supporting the community rather than Council activities. 
 
As demonstrated in the attached summary of activities in 2023 this support extends to 
participants mainly in the music industry and visual arts. Activities also include the promotion of 
Cultural Tourism. 
 
Activities are determined by AOW staff consistent with their strategic plan which focuses on the 
four main areas of aboriginal arts development, arts and health, cultural tourism and music 
industry support. 
 
Council has little direct involvement in determining the nature of support and who receives that 
support. Rather members of the Community contact AOW seeking support for various projects, 
advice or participation in projects and programs. 
 
Directors Maunder and Sharp met with the Executive Director of AOW in late 2024 to discuss 
Council’s future involvement in AOW. Whilst it is recognised that the residents of Orange City 
Council benefit from consultation with and promotion by AOW there is a potential question as to 
the value derived by the community from Council’s annual contribution.  
 
A possible alternative model would be to support members of the Orange Community through 
direct sponsorship for various projects and activities and to promote events through Council’s 
existing promotional and event sponsorship programs. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 Arts OutWest - Annual Report - 50 Years, D25/19506⇩  
2 ORANGE - AOW Annual Report, D25/19647⇩  
3 AOW MOU 2025 - 2028, D25/19662⇩  
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