
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY 
COMMITTEE 

 

AGENDA 
 

3 NOVEMBER 2020 
 
 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 
that an ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING of ORANGE CITY 
COUNCIL will be held in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, BYNG STREET, ORANGE 
WITH AN OPTION OF ONLINE CONFERENCING PLATFORM ZOOM DUE TO COVID-19 
REQUIREMENTS on  Tuesday, 3 November 2020. 

 
 

David Waddell 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

For apologies please contact Administration on 6393 8218. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS, SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
AND LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

The provisions of Chapter 14 of the Local Government Act, 1993 (the Act) regulate the way 
in which Councillors and designated staff of Council conduct themselves to ensure that 
there is no conflict between their private interests and their public role.  

The Act prescribes that where a member of Council (or a Committee of Council) has a direct 
or indirect financial (pecuniary) interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the 
Council (or Committee), that interest must be disclosed as soon as practicable after the start 
of the meeting and the reasons given for declaring such interest.  

As members are aware, the provisions of the Local Government Act restrict any member 
who has declared a pecuniary interest in any matter from participating in the discussion or 
voting on that matter, and requires that member to vacate the Chamber.  

Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if members have a non-pecuniary conflict of 
interest, the nature of the conflict must be disclosed. The Code of Conduct also provides for 
a number of ways in which a member may manage non pecuniary conflicts of interest.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Committee Members now disclose any conflicts of interest in 
matters under consideration by the Environmental Sustainability Policy Committee at this 
meeting.  
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2 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

2.1 MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 14 AUGUST 2020 

RECORD NUMBER: 2020/2128 
AUTHOR: Lindsay Hall, Sustainability Officer      
  

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Environmental Sustainability Community Committee met on 14 August 2020 and the 
recommendations from that meeting are presented to the Environmental Sustainability 
Policy Committee for adoption. 

LINK TO DELIVERY/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

The recommendation in this report relates to the Delivery/Operational Plan strategy “7.1 
Preserve - Engage with the community to develop plans for growth and development that 
value the local environment”. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

POLICY AND GOVERNANCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
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RECOMMENDATION 

1 That Council acknowledge the reports presented to the Environmental Sustainability 
Community Committee at its meeting held on 14 August 2020. 

2 That Council determine recommendations 3.4.1, 3.4.2 &, 3.4.3 & 3.5.1 &, 3.5.2 from 
the minutes of the Environmental Sustainability Community Committee meeting of 
14 August 2020. 

 Item 3.4 - Proposed sporting precinct tree removal - Biodiversity working group 

 1 - That any native species particularly mature eucalypts and old growth trees 
providing habitat hollows growing on the site be retained wherever possible. 

 2 - That an offset plan be provided to compensate for the removal of any 
significant trees. This should include planting and maintenance of replacement 
trees, and/or committing to protecting an existing area of remnant vegetation 
in the Orange LGA 

 3 -That wherever possible, trees be relocated nearby to provide continuity of 
habitat, aesthetic value and shading of existing or new recreation/public 
amenities. 

 Item 3.5 - Great Southern Bioblitz program 

 1 - That the Environmental Sustainable Community Committee support the 
Great Southern Bio Blitz Project. 

 2 - That the Environmental Sustainable Community Committee Biodiversity Sub-
group and any other interested members are involved in the planning and 
development of the project. 

3 That the remainder of the minutes of the Environmental Sustainability Community 
Committee at its meeting held on 14 August 2020 be adopted.  

 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Consideration has been given to the recommendation’s impact on Council’s service delivery; 
image and reputation; political; environmental; health and safety; employees; stakeholders 
and project management; and no further implications or risks have been identified. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1 ESCC Minutes 14 August 2020 
2 ESCC Agenda 14 August 2020, D20/48464⇩  
 



 

 

 

ORANGE CITY COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF THE 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
HELD VIA ONLINE MEETING PLATFORM ZOOM ON 14 AUGUST 2020 

COMMENCING AT 8.05AM 

 

 1 INTRODUCTION 

ATTENDANCE 

Cr S Nugent (Chairperson), Ms Shahreen Alford, Mr Robert Alford, Mrs Melissa Brown, Mr 
Ronald Finch, Mrs Kate Hook, Mr Andrew Kennedy, Mr Nick King, Dr David Mallard, Ms 
Melanie McDonell, Mrs Anne Salter, Ms M Shaw, Mr Cyril Smith, Mr Peter West, Director 
Development Services, Water Treatment Manager, Manager City Presentation, Manager 
Waste Services and Technical Support, Water and Sewerage Strategic Manager, Sally Kirby 
(Guest), Intern Environment and Sustainability (Guest). 

1.1 Apologies and Leave of Absence 

 

RESOLVED Ms M McDonell/Mr A Kennedy 

That the apologies be accepted from Cr J McRae, Mrs Neina Campbell, Miss Anwen Carney, 
Mr Gavin Hillier, Mr Daniel Fock, Ms Kate Willoughby , Mr Ken Freedman, Manager Building 
and Environment, Museum and Heritage Coordinator, Parks Supervisor, Project and 
Research Officer for the Environmental Sustainability Community Committee meeting on 14 
August 2020. 

1.2 Acknowledgement of Country 

 

1.3 Declaration of pecuniary interests, significant non-pecuniary interests and less than 
significant non-pecuniary interests  

  Nil 

2 PREVIOUS MINUTES 

RESOLVED Ms M McDonell/Mr A Kennedy 

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Environmental Sustainability Community Committee 
held on 26 June 2020 (copies of which were circulated to all members) be and are hereby 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings of the Environmental 
Sustainability Community Committee meeting held on 26 June 2020. 
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MATTER ARISING Mr A Kennedy/Ms M McDonell  

That a separate briefing on the climate change policy be arranged for ESCC. 
 

3 PRESENTATIONS 

3.1 RENEWABLE ENERGY PROGRESS - DAVID WADDELL  

TRIM REFERENCE: 2020/1422 

Council is planning to spend up to $290,000 of this year’s $500,000 renewable energy 
budget on solar system installations for 3 sites - The Olympic pool, Civic Centre and Wade 
Park. $182,000 on replacement of 2117 lights within Councils buildings with efficient LEDs. 
In addition to the proposed solar sites, Council is investigating the possibility of installing a 
solar/ battery system at Councils animal pound. 

RECOMMENDATION Ms S Alford/Ms M Shaw 

That the verbal report presented by Councils Chief Executive Officer be acknowledged. 

 

3.2 VERBAL REPORT - WATER UPDATE AND PROJECT UPDATE ON PROPOSED 
BLACKMANS SWAMP CREEK STORMWATER HARVESTING STAGE 2 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2020/1395 

The Review of Environmental Factors (REF) process will require a study into the 
environmental impacts of the proposal including downstream (Summer Hill Creek). Subject 
to the REF process, it is planned to split the review into 2 stages. The first stage is to 
consider the construction elements of the project. 

Other considerations are the ability for the project to filter water and improve water quality 
knowing there are historically issues with erosion and flooding upstream of and in the 
project area. Stage 2 is to consider further workshops with community groups, habitat, 
tourism, OLALC engagement. 

Current engagement with the Orange Local Aboriginal Lands Council resulted in including an 
artwork competition for the project, potential for gathering spaces (yarning circle) for 
cultural purposes and the naming of the site. Currently the name is proposed to be Dandu 
Dhaagun – East Orange Wetlands. Dandu Dhaagun is the Wiradjuri phrase meaning 
Wetland. 

Blackmans Swamp Stage 2 was planned and modelled in 2009 with water flow data that was 
available at the time. Engineers are now improving the models with more reliable and 
recent data on water downstream impacts of Blackmans Swamp Creek Stage 2. 

Wetlands are anecdotally ‘dumping’ grounds for fish and other introduced aquatic species, 
with or without knowledge of the impacts on the ecological system. 

Council should consider the risk that the wetland project could be a mechanism for exotic 
fish species to be introduced into the creek system which may cause habitat damage in the 
proposed project are and further downstream. 
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A proposed jetty as a method of reducing habitat destruction by community members who 
might attempt to recreationally fish in the wetlands regardless of restrictions.  

It would be good to have gauges installed at the site to gather accurate data on stormwater 
runoff flow rates. 

RECOMMENDATION Mr C Smith/Ms M Shaw 

That the Environmental Sustainable Community Committee support the project for its many 
benefits to the community and commend Council for the foresight on planning the project 
and engaging well with the community.  

 

MATTER ARISING   

That Storm Water Harvesting be included as an item in the next agenda for the meeting on 
16 October 2020 for discussion. 
 

3.3 PLASTICS FREE JULY 2020 SUMMARY - LINDSAY HALL 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2020/1401 

The plastics subcommittee would like to begin planning events for Plastics Free July 2021 to 
include ‘big ticket’ tangible actions. 

RECOMMENDATION Mrs K Hook/Mr N King 

That the verbal report presented by Councils Sustainability Officer be acknowledged. 

 

3.4 PROPOSED SPORTING PRECINCT TREE REMOVAL - BIODIVERSITY WORKING GROUP 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2020/1402 

Councils Manager City Presentation has begun to assess the site and found 550 trees 
including remnant eucalypts and good examples of exotics such as pin oaks and sequoias. 6-
10 mature trees are being looked at to be transplanted. Some exotics and natives on the site 
are in decline. Biodiversity offsetting is also being considered. The South Eastern corner of 
the site contains trees with hollows providing habitat potential. Existing trees on the edge of 
the proposed site which can be retained should be retained and protected during 
development.  

Huge number of tree plantings but also a large number of carparks for the proposed site 
offers the opportunity for onsite treatment of overland flows and high quality urban design 
should be considered for this development. Water harvesting/reuse onsite is being 
considered for irrigation purposes.  
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RECOMMENDATION Mr P West/Mr A Kennedy 
1 That any native species particularly mature eucalypts and old growth trees providing 

habitat hollows growing on the site be retained wherever possible. 

2 2 That an offset plan be provided to compensate for the removal of any significant 

trees. This should include planting and maintenance of replacement trees, and/or 

committing to protecting an existing area of remnant vegetation in the Orange LGA. 

3 3 That wherever possible, trees be relocated nearby to provide continuity of habitat, 

aesthetic value and shading of existing or new recreation/public amenities. 

 
 

3.5 GREAT SOUTHERN BIOBLITZ PROGRAM - LINDSAY HALL 

TRIM REFERENCE: 2020/1403 

The Great Southern Bio blitz is a program out of the US which was adopted in Australia 
earlier this year, this is the first year trailing this event in Australia. The aim is that over a 4-
day period everyone tries to gather as much biodiversity data as possible across a 
designated area (we would focus on OCC area) this is going to run from 25th to the 28th 
September 2020 (first 4 days of the school holidays) 

iNaturalist is an app (this can be downloaded onto most smart phones, no cost) to be used 
in conjunction with the program which allows anyone who has the app to submit data (take 
a photo, record gps cords and notes) and anyone in the OCC area that submits data during 
the 4 days counts towards our project tally. What happens next is anyone on the app 
registered can then see what others have posted and can make comment on the images and 
data and can help to identify particular species. You can register yourself to the overall 
project if you want to which will provide access to the online community who are already 
registered to the project. 

Any data collected over the 4 days could also be submitted to the current review of 
biodiversity across Council. 

RECOMMENDATION Mr P West/Mr A Kennedy 
1 That the Environmental Sustainable Community Committee support the Great 

Southern Bio Blitz Project. 

2 That the Environmental Sustainable Community Committee Biodiversity Sub-group and 

any other interested members are involved in the planning and development of the 

project. 
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3.6 WATER SENSITIVE CITIES UPDATE - LINDSAY HALL 

TRIM REFERENCE:       F158 

A preliminary report for ESCC is being prepared. Currently CRCWSC are unresponsive, based 
on early indications it is unlikely there is any funding from the CRC in this space however 
CRC will need to confirm. Despite this, a report on WSC’s and Councils current approach to 
WSC’s is being prepared to provide alternative recommendations if CRC no longer provide 
funding. 

 

RECOMMENDATION Mr P West/Member MS Shaw 

That the verbal report presented by Councils Sustainability Officer be acknowledged. 

 

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.35AM 
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